
For those of you I haven’t had the privilege of meeting, I felt it would be helpful to tell you a little more about my journey. 

In 2001, I graduated from Purdue University with a Bachelor of Science in Management with minors in Organizational 

Behavior and Human Resources as well as Management Information Systems. While in college I interned for Motorola for 3 

summers in Boynton Beach, Fl, but ended up back in Northwest Indiana after I graduated college. I then worked in the 

appliance industry where I started in sales and three months later, I was promoted to Sales Manager and eventually 

became a General Manager and a District Sales Manager. I loved my career but in 2010 after much prayer, my husband and 

I decided that being a stay at home mom to our 2-year-old daughter, Jaylee, was the best choice for our family.  I have 

always enjoyed staying busy and love being surrounded by people so this was a very difficult choice to make. Ultimately, I 

know it was God’s plan, but at the time, it was very difficult for me to close the door on my career.  

The Lord wasn’t done with me yet though. He knew my passion for ministry and my love for people so he opened up doors 

for me to volunteer in leadership roles.  I became the Vice President and then the President of Parents’ Club at our 

children’s school (Crown Point Christian School) where I remained President for 5 years. I was then honored to be elected 

to the Board of Trustees at CPCS where I served as a Fundraising Chair, Volunteer Chair, Vicar and was recently elected to 

serve a second 3-year term.  I was also the Finance Coordinator (3 years) and eventually a Coordinator (1 year) for the 

MomsNation Program at Faith Church. This led me to a part time job working for MomsNation for 2 years where I was able 

to work from home. I then decided to take a few months off to spend the summer with our children. On my last day 

employed at Faith Church, I was approached by the then Executive Director, Patti Jabaay. She asked me if I had ever 

thought of coming to work for The Ravines as she had been looking for someone to learn her role. My eyes lit up as it was a 

dream of mine to eventually work in marriage ministry or family counseling. A few months went by and Patti called me to 

see if I would be willing to meet her at The Ravines. Next thing I knew, in October of 2019, I was hired as the 

Communications Director of The Ravines. I was blessed to be able to work (and learn) side by side with Patti until her 

retirement in March of 2020. It was then, the Board decided to promote Marilyn Miller and myself as Co-Interim Directors.  

Two weeks later, we were hit with COVID-19. Marilyn and I were thrown for a loop but we jumped in head first and prayed 

the Lord would protect The Ravines. This was an interesting time of adjustment but our team embraced it and did what we 

could to continue to help couples in marital crisis.  Marilyn and I became very close during those months. I consider her a 

mentor and I cherish the time we spent together. In July, Marilyn accepted a new position as a Director of Spiritual 

Formation at Faith Church.  This was a role she was prepared for and felt called to, so she accepted. I am blessed to have 

two people who care deeply for The Ravines as my mentors and friends. I know I can call Marilyn and Patti at any time, and 

they would be there to answer my call. The Lord puts people in our lives for a reason, and I am unbelievably blessed to have 

them both in my life. 

Thank you for allowing me to serve in this capacity. I am excited to get to know all of you as we partner in this ministry. If 

someone would have told me 16 years ago that I would be the Executive Director of a Marriage Counseling Ministry, I 

would have never believed them. But here we are and I am forever grateful, 

honored and humbled to be in this dream role. Looking back, I now know the 

Lord had been preparing me for this role for quite some time.  It goes to 

prove, yet again, God knows what He is doing, we just have to trust Him. I am 

eager to apply my personal and professional experiences into the next phase 

of The Ravines and hope you continue to partner with us on this journey. 

Thank you, again, for allowing me to serve in this ministry. It is a true honor. 

In Him, 

Julie Hanks 
 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.” Ephesians 2:10  

P.S I met my husband, Jesse, in 1995 when I was 15 and he was 18. This month, we celebrated our 16-year wedding 

anniversary. The Lord has blessed us with 3 awesome children: Jaylee (13), Jaden (10) and Joslyn (5) and we are lucky to be 

their parents.   


