
 

We started the day at Vista del Camino, where we learned about the services they offer to the 

community through short term crisis intervention, and long term solutions for individuals and 

families. It was amazing and scary to hear that in Scottsdale, ‘low cost housing’ is considered to 

be $1500/ month, driving home the fact that ‘There, but for the grace of God, go I’.   

We participated in a group project, working together to pack as many food boxes as possible in 

30 minutes. (Don’t worry Class 36, your High Score still stands… but just barely) We quickly 

realized that these boxes filled with pasta, peanut butter, and other non-perishables, were fun to 

pack, but would really make a difference to someone who was struggling.   

We then got on our bus for the day, and headed to the Granite Reef Senior Center, Paiute 

Neighborhood Center, an SPD crisis intervention center, the Scottsdale Adaptive Services 

Center, and the Brick-by-Brick warehouse.  At each stop we learned from community 

volunteers, City Administrators, Partners of Paiute Board Members, SAARC representatives, 

first responders, and even a beautiful chocolate lab, about many of the ways that our city 

supports citizens, in real time during crises, as well as how they create long term systems to 

break down barriers to safety, employment and education for our most vulnerable neighbors. 

We particularly loved learning about the SAARC preschool partnership, and how so many 

community organizations come together to contribute to a single cause, once a need has been 

identified by Partners of Paiute. Hearing from a community member who came to Vista Del 

Camino for help in finding a job, and seeing the confidence she obtained through their 

assistance in crafting a resume, and practicing interview skills, reminded us that small things 

bring big rewards.  

I am still in awe of the members of Class 37, (Mary Jung, Kevin McKee, Sam Mendez, Chris 

Coffee, Brian Joseph, Troy Lutrick, among many others) who all dedicate their lives, to keeping 

our neighbors safe and healthy. Today was a day filled with emotions. Realizing how many of 

our neighbors are in need of services was eye opening.  Realizing how many resources our City 

has committed to Human Services, was inspiring,  

On January 27 the focus was on Education, and we spent the day at Scottsdale Community 

College.   Our amazing Day Chairs, Shelley Hummon (Class 33), Principal at Pueblo 



Elementary, and Bronwyn Millhaven Maxwell (Class 34), Special Education/ PANDA at SUSD, 

gave us access to a wide variety of stakeholders within our local public education system.   

We toured the SCC campus, and learned about all the ways that the Community College 

system is meeting the needs of our community, by offering low cost, specialized certificates, and 

degrees in areas such as Forensic Science/ Crime Scene Investigation, and Hotel 

Management/ Culinary Arts & Chef Training.  We also learned that Maricopa Community 

Colleges are in the process of increasing their offerings to fill the gaps in the  local job market 

and will soon be offering 4 year degrees in majors such as nursing. 

We had the privilege of hearing from a variety of teachers, counselors, principals, board 

members, lobbyists, the Superintendent of SUSD and the President of SCC.  They all discussed 

the role they play in providing a world class education for our youth, and the challenges that 

comes with each of their jobs.  Every one of the speakers impressed us with their clear desire to 

meet children where they are, and provide a safe and loving environment where every child can 

find success both in and out of the classroom.  It was fun to see the affection the six school 

Principals had for each other, and the healthy competitive spirit as they described what 

differentiated their school from the other SUSD options, and why they thought families would 

choose to bring their children to the variety of programs they were building on their respective 

campuses. 

In the end, we were separated into small groups with a Principal as a guide, and were given a 

list of multiple crises that might be happening on a campus at any given time.  The challenge 

was to prioritize the list in order to keep the campus safe, with the least amount of disruption to 

the students’ learning minutes.  The challenge was eye opening and inspiring, as we realized 

what these educators must deal with, in their quest to turn our children into scholars and  

excellent citizens.  

On Friday, February 3, we worked late into the night, finishing the float for the Parada Del Sol 

parade.  We met early Saturday morning, and divided up into walkers, float riders, and those 

that would pilot the ride-a-long scooters.  A highlight of the parade was passing through the 

announcer stands scattered throughout the route.  It seemed that every announcer was very 

familiar with Scottsdale Leadership, and the vast majority had been class members, at some 

point in the past 37 years.  A good time was had by all, and a lifelong dream of our Fearless 

Leader, LeeAnn Witt, came true when she received a plaque naming the Scottsdale Leadership 

float the ‘Hometown Favorite.’ 

As Class 37 heads into Spring, we would like to remind you that it is PLIF  (Project lead It 

Forward) season.  We are all diligently working to improve our community by providing funding, 

creativity, and sweat equity to some very worthy causes. We will be reaching out to you in the 

next few months asking for your donations of talent and treasure to support these projects.  

Please keep an eye out for these asks, and plan to donate or volunteer, where your heart leads 

you.   

 

 

 

 


