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Cheri’ was born in Los Angeles, California but moved with her close-knit Italian 
family to a small town in southern Oregon called Gold Hill when she was very 
young.  Her family was very protective of her, as many traditional Italian families 
are.  And after graduating from high school, she wanted to get away and start her 
life on her terms.  Cheri’ had vacationed in Arizona and fell in love with our area.  
This is where she wanted to live. 
 
Things got a little crazy with her over-protective parents as she was leaving 
Oregon.  She was determined to go however. In the end, she packed up 
whatever would fit in her car, and moved to Arizona.  The hard reality though was 
that she was on her own with no real friends, family, or even job prospects in 
town.  She was able to rent a room from one of few people she knew here and 
got her first job down here with Forum Executive Suites.   
 
As she continued to look for a better job, she applied at the Hi-Health company to 
be a salesperson in one of their stores.  During the interview process she was 
introduced to the CEO of the company.  He was so impressed, he hired her to be 
his Executive Assistant.  That job turned out be a great 17-year learning 
experience.  During this time, she had also started a family of her own.  Her 
marriage ended in divorce, and now she was a single mom with two kids to look 
after.   
 
During her time at Hi-Health, Cheri’ interacted and became friends with 
Congressman Matt Salmon who had helped the company as a constituent. 
Congressman Salmon was so impressed by her that he wanted to hire her for his 
team.  She politely refused but did keep her contacts though.  When she left Hi-
Health, she got a job at R & R Partners which is a marketing and government 
affairs firm.   
 
While at the company, Cheri’ worked closely with the big companies they 
represented.  This was another great learning opportunity for her.   
 
After a couple of years there, another colleague told her was about an opening at 
the Town of Gilbert.  She got the job in Gilbert and loved working there.   But 
after a while, the drive from her home in north Phoenix to Gilbert each day was 
taking a real toll on her time with her kids.   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 2013, another colleague suggested that she look at a position with the Greater 
Phoenix Chamber of Commerce.  She eventually took the job and ended up 
working at the Phoenix Chamber for 4 years as their Premier Engagement 
Manager.  In that job she worked with and helped some of the largest employers 
in Phoenix.  
 
In late 2016, Cheri’ was enticed to come back to Scottsdale to be the Vice 
President of the Scottsdale Chamber of Commerce.  It is while she was at the 
Scottsdale Chamber that she decided to join Scottsdale Leadership’s Class 32.  
Even though she thought she knew Scottsdale pretty well, she was blown away 
by our program and loved every minute of it.  
 
After all the years of hard work and determination had earned her this great job 
at the Scottsdale Chamber, another hammer blow was about to hit home.  On the 
night of the 2019 Scottsdale Chamber Sterling Awards, she got a call from her 
doctor with the news that she had breast cancer.   
 
At times like that you really get to know the people you can rely on.  In Cheri’s 
case that person was her best friend and “sister from another mother,” Merrilee 
Riley.  Her fight through the disease really opened her eyes to finally be her own 
boss and help people in her own way. Merrilee was the perfect person to do that 
with.  Cheri’ convinced her to come out of retirement and start a company with 
her. And that they did… MerrTino Group LLC was born.  That was September 
11, 2020 and they have never looked back.   
 
Cheri’ is in a really good place right now.  She has garnered some great lessons 
from phenomenal people along her journey. Her kids have grown up well, and 
thankfully they still have their mom.  Her new position has given her the flexibility 
to continue to serve our community and be more active in groups like Scottsdale 
Leadership and the many Law Enforcement groups she has worked with over the 
years.  She enjoys hanging out with her friends, and shooting pool on her table at 
home, and target shooting at the gun range.  She loves being around horses and 
considers them her “therapy”.   
 
As we reflected on our conversation with Cheri’, we realized that Cheri’ has gone 
full circle in her life.  From this 19-year-old teenager just out of high school who 
yearned for her own life and striking out on her own needing every bit of help she  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
could get.  To the person we see now that her clients, friends and family go to 
when they need help.  One of the hallmarks of Cheri’s reputation is her emphasis 
on understanding, building, and effectively managing relationships for the best 
outcome of all. She leverages her diverse experience to quickly hone in on the 
highest-value, most strategic areas of effort to optimize results. Her blend of 
public, private, and non-profit experience uniquely equips her to translate 
seamlessly between industries and understand client interest from all angles.  
 
It’s no surprise to see that Cheri’ is known as a trusted advisor and results-driven 
leader. Needless to say, Cheri’ has been through a lot in her life already, and we 
are confident that she has a lot to offer all of us in the future.   
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