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Natalie comes from a military family that encouraged her to explore her world and make a 
difference by doing important things.  Through family hiking and camping trips, Natalie developed 
a passion for the great outdoors and a love of Arizona.  
 
These family outings also really put the hook in Natalie to want to understand and help our 
environment.  She received her undergraduate degree in Civil Engineering and her Masters in 
Environmental Engineering, both from the University of Arizona.  Natalie married her high school 
sweetheart Chuck, a software engineer, 29 years ago and their son, Zach, just graduated from 
Arizona State University with an aerospace engineering degree.  
 
Natalie went to work as a private consultant specializing in environmental remediation after 
college.  She advised companies on the best way to return industrial areas to safer productive 
uses after wastes have contaminated soil and groundwater.  These large remediation efforts can 
be complex and subject to a lot of regulation.  Natalie knows the regulations, but her expertise is 
advising these companies on how to actually do the work in the most efficient way possible while 
still protecting the environment.   
 
A couple of years ago she was enticed to move over to Arizona Public Service (APS) as a 
Subject Matter Expert to help them in their various remediation projects around the state. Her 
important job involves their two coal-fired electrical generating stations, which will begin to shut 
down in the next decade.  APS is truly keen on building new sources of clean energy like solar, 
battery storage, even hydrogen power.  They have an ambitious goal of being carbon neutral by 
2050.  
 
Natalie is a huge proponent of environmental sustainability.  This, at its core, is the intersection of 
the environment, society, and the economy that brings together a mindset of meeting our current 
needs without compromising future needs. This mindset leads to advocacy for things like open 
spaces, water conservation, and transportation and energy production systems that do not 
contribute to global warming.  The goal of this holistic approach is to empower future generations 
to make choices now that will build an even better standard of living than we currently have. 
Natalie is not alone in this effort of course.  She is the Chairperson of the Scottsdale 
Environmental Advisory Commission that advises the City Council on ways they can improve the 
environment in Scottsdale.  Scottsdale has just hired its first Sustainability Director to coordinate 
the city’s overall commitment to sustainability and is in the process of developing a city-wide 
Sustainability Plan. 
 
Natalie shared with us that Scottsdale Leadership taught her how to work better with people who 
do not come from technical backgrounds.  She specifically pointed out Scottsdale Leadership’s 
Project Lead It Forward (PLIF) program as a great way for class members to learn to work 
together as a team.  The PLIF groups work best when class members with different styles of 
thinking are grouped together to have a well-balanced project team.  Scottsdale Leadership 
utilizes a behavioral assessment tool called Emergenetics that builds effective groups by pairing 
analytical people with others who are social in nature, and those who are good logistically or who  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
are conceptual thinkers.  These kinds of insights have helped Natalie in many ways.  She is 
grateful to those friends who recommended Scottsdale Leadership to her.   
 
Natalie, Chuck and Zach love the outdoors as a family.  Natalie is an avid athlete herself, and is 
in training now for her next half triathlon.  The close-knit triathlon community led her to another 
group she works with called Girls on the Run (https://www.gotrmc.org/).  This organization helps 
empower young girls by building confidence and physical strength through running.  She really 
enjoys being part of the Pace Team for the local chapter as well as a sparkle runner that mentors 
a young girl during the annual 5k run the organization organizes each year.   
 
Natalie, a smart, pragmatic person who knows preserving our environment is a long-term effort 
that is communal in nature.  She believes we are making progress, but more work needs to be 
done.  We laughed when she told us that some homebuilders baulked when her commission 
suggested they incorporate built-in cabinets for recycling waste in their new kitchen floor plans.  
We all need to make smart choices as we go along.  Natalie recommended 
www.scottsdaleaz.gov/sustainable-scottsdale as a resource guide to help us make those smart 
choices in our own lives.  She made believers out of us, and she hopes she can do the same for 
everyone else.   
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