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On April 8, 2022, Arts Day for Scottsdale Leadership’s Notorious Class 36 began 
at the Scottsdale Center for the Performing Arts. Our day chairs, Natalie Marsh, 
Class 33, Director of Learning and Innovation for Scottsdale Arts and David 
Itzkowitz, Class 33, Vice President Commercial Services for Landmark Title 
Assurance Agency designed an amazingly interactive day that took us on a 
journey through public, performing and visual arts within the Scottsdale 
Community.  
 
Our class began with an experiential exhibit at SMoCA, Scottsdale Museum of 
Contemporary Art, where we ventured into the sculpture garden and experienced 
James Turrell’s, Knight Rise. James Turrell is an Arizona based artist, 
internationally known as one of the most significant artists of our time. Turrell’s 
Knight Rise is one of his many artworks that explores the complexity of light as a 
medium. Our tour then continued into SMoCA’s current exhibits featuring Beverly 
McIver and Brad Kahlhamer. Following the SMoCA, the class then toured the 
Scottsdale Center for Performing Arts where they had a chance to go backstage, 
hear about the forward thinking of the sunken theater, as well as see and hear 
about the behind the scenes features and future enhancements, like Stage Two, 
that is due to open in 2024 adding another 200 seat venue for shows and events.  
Natalie Marsh, shared about the many programs that are offered through SALI 
Scottsdale Arts Learning & Innovation and Scottsdale Arts. Programs geared 
toward the youth and teens offered in high schools, Boys & Girls’ Club and the 
YMCA. Natalie reinforced the importance of the arts in communities related to the 
creativity and forward thinking in decision making.  
 
The class had the opportunity to hear from Randy Nussbaum, Attorney, Sacks 
Tierney PA, the Arts Day Sponsor, and proud Class 4 graduate. Randy shared 
his perspective on volunteering and the importance of selecting wisely. The class 
appreciated the lunch provided, Randy’s advice and of course his pens.   
After lunch, it was time to drive to our next location for the day – the Museum of 
the West, where we were greeted by Wade Weber, Education Manager. Wade 
shared the history of the museum and walked the class through some of the 
exhibits. The Light & Legacy exhibit of Edward Curtis’ work was especially 
interesting. To hear that Edward Curtis worked 14-hour days/7 days a week, 
speaks to his passion and commitment. His collection includes 40,000+ photos 
taken with glass plate negatives depicting 80 different Native American Tribes. 
Wade shared a quote from Frederic Remington, sculptor/artist, that stood out, 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Time and your own character will determine your destiny.” Sounds like Frederic 
Remington knew a bit about leadership too. 
Next it was on to the Stagebrush Theater/Greasepaint Theater where the class 
met, Maureen Watson, Executive & Artistic Director, who was kind enough to 
offer us water and treats. Maureen invited a few class members to the stage to 
do some improv with emotions, which was quite entertaining. Maureen touted the 
youth theater programs in Valley are some of the very best in the country.  
The last stop was the Scottsdale Artists’ School, where the class met Trudy 
Hays, Executive Director, for tour and a special hands-on experience expressing 
ourselves through watercolor art. The school is home to many artists and classes 
for novice and experienced artists alike. Another gem in the Arts District was 
discovered that day.  
At the end of the day, one could hear the class members commenting on how 
much they learned and now appreciated about the arts in Scottsdale. So much 
gratitude goes out to the day chairs and the many leaders that made Arts Day a 
success for the Notorious Class 36 participants.  
 
Leadership Emerging Day 

Leadership Emerging Day kicked-off with Gary Shapiro (Co-Founder) giving 
Class 36 some final words of encouragement on our last day of class.  Thank 
you, Gary, for being with us on so many steppingstones along our class 
days.  Your presence was heartening! 

Then Eileen Rogers (Class 2) dropped some Dr. Brene Brown knowledge on us 
in the morning, walking us through Dare to Lead – so that we can facilitate and 
participate in conversations that are brave, clear, and kind - as we all seek to be 
braver and more courageous leaders.  Class 36 had the option to participate in 
Dr. Brown’s Darling Leader Assessment.  Have you had the change to take the 
assessment?  If not Class 36 dare’s you to find out your results – click 
here: BeLikeNotorius36 

While at lunch Class 36 discovered their MyIntent word.  Each class member 
was gifted a personalized bracelet with their world hammered into the 
bracelet.  Later in the day we shared our words and the meaning behind the word 
as a team. 

 

https://daretolead.brenebrown.com/assessment/?utm_source=blog&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=bookexcerpt


 

 

 

 

 

During the day we had time to write our Time Capsule letter (Class 35 should be 
receiving theirs shortly if you have not already).  In this letter to ourselves we look 
to reflect an entire year later our Class 36 journey and how we have matured in 
our personal leadership trek. 

After lunch we gathered together to listen to Councilwoman Linda Milhaven 
(Class 8), Doreen Reinke (Class 17), Bill Scarbrough (Class 31), Chris Irish (ED 
2007-2013) and Don Henninger (Class 32) discuss how to Put Leadership Into 
Action. 

Towards the end of the day, several Board members joined us to discuss alumni 
committees and how we best could put our talents to work as we become the 
newest alumni members of Scottsdale Leadership.  We look forward to working 
with you all on continuing the successes of Scottsdale Leadership and growing 
together! 

Many thanks to David Wilson and Nationwide for being our sponsor for 
Leadership Emerging Day, and to Anna Mineer (Class 29) and the Elks Lodge for 
hosting our last day of class. 

 
 
 


