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2021 was a good year.

It was a year of uncertainty, but
also a year with many
successes. And it was you, our
supporters, that helped make it
a good year. You attended our
events, helped teach students,

led community workshops, stuffed endless envelopes,
donated, pulled weeds, and just plain put your heart and
soul into the mission of connecting people, communities
and the natural world. Attendance rates SOARED this fall
to above pre-COVID levels. Thousands of students
throughout North Central Washington were introduced to
the wonder of nature, either at their school or on the WRI
campus. Adults wove baskets, harvested mushrooms,
canned tomatoes, learned to keep bees, and carved block
prints. And, thanks to many generous supporters, our
endowment fund now stands at $1.28 million!

Yes - it was a year of uncertainty, and yet, it was also a
year of great joy.

2022 looks even brighter - thanks to you.

Cog-

Carolyn Griffin-Bugert
Executive Director

Snowshoe Adventures

"It was so fun to snowshoe for the first time
and learn about all the plants and animals

that help the land thrive!”
Samuel, a participant from GA

In January and February, WRI offered Snowshoe Strolls on
our campus and at the Leavenworth National Fish
Hatchery. Almost 300 people of all ages and experience
levels joined us to learn about native wildlife, plants, and
the cultural & natural history of Leavenworth.

There were many sightings of wildlife and their tracks,
too. Laura, a participant said,

"The bald eagle sighting was by far my
favorite part of the day with the hot cocoa
coming in a close second!"

WRI could not

“ have led 32
Snowshoe Strolls
| without the
dedicated

- volunteers who

& worked alongside
| WRI staff.

% Thank you!

People joined us from Australia, GA, AL,
TX, NY, OH, CO, MT, HI, CA, OR, and
all over WA!
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Your Support Pushed Us Over the Finish Line!

In 2020, the WRI Board of Directors and the Icicle Fund put together a

plan to build a $1.25 million endowment. This fund would help sustain

this place and this work, forever. The goal was to raise $250,000 to

be matched four-fold by the Icicle Fund. In 2021, our goal was $1.28 million!=p

shared with you, our supporters. And guess what? —

$1.25 million
Our endowment now stands at $1.28 million!

It was your commitment to our youth, our community, and our

organization that helped us reach this goal. Your support inspires us W

to work even harder!

What exactly does a $1.28 million endowment do? These funds are

permanently invested with the Community Foundation of North

Central Washington. Every year, the earnings from this investment will

support ALL the programs at WRI. By 2023, this could be adding as

much as $64,000 to our annual budget. Think of all the ways our

youth and community programs will grow!

While our current goal has been met, we are not done. With your
help, we will continue to grow our endowment fund forever. The
larger the fund, the bigger we can dream!

Your contribution and support is beyond appreciated. You have and
will continue to make a difference!

A Story of Connection

"It was special to bring people from different musician. He travels the nation fighting for Indigenous
backgrounds together to experience something rights and advocating for environmental and social
that has been a tradition for thousands of years justice. He and his ancestors believe our connections to
by people who are from this place.” each other, and all life, are essential. The stories, songs,

Rachel, Community Programs Manager  and dances that he shares create a sense of kinship.

Winter is a time for storytelling and
sharing. Creating space and time to foster
connections with others is important for
building a strong community and
relationship with the land.

WRI had the honor of hosting Dan for a Red Barn Event.
He arrived in colorful and elaborate regalia. His table was
lined with stuffed animals of all kinds, burning sage,
storybooks, and his drum. Stuffed animals played the
roles in his stories, allowing listeners to engage visually.
,  Colville Confederated Tribal The evening ended with Dan playing his flute and singing.
. member, Dan Nanamkin—K'oup?  Goose bumps rose on the arms of the audience as Dan
>~ lusenimkla(Thunderand  played Silent Night and the audience hummed along. It
'”-} | Lightning), has committed ~ was a special evening of stories, culture, and community.
' his life to just that. Dan'is a
storyteller, Indigenous WRI continues to seek ways to inspire connection with
cultural educator, and nature to a wider, broader, and diverse audience.



What does it mean to be a naturalist?

On the road, giving lessons, having fun, and traveling with
a purpose! That is the essence of WRI's Traveling
Naturalist Program.

BREWSTER || |
ELEMENTARY

Every month, the Traveling Naturalist Program visits
schools in Chelan, Manson, Brewster, Orondo, and Rock
Island. That's 450 students getting monthly lessons!

Not all students and schools have the resources to visit
the WRI campus to walk our trails, watch birds, explore the
river, and get up close and personal with nature. The
Traveling Naturalist Program was created to help WRI
reach more students and increase how many students in
North Central Washington have access to environmental
education programs. This program has a special focus on
schools that serve low-income populations and large
numbers of students of color.

"Yes! We get to do science today!”

That'’s the first comment WRI Field Educator, Tucker, heard
when students at Morgen Owings Elementary saw WRI
education staff arrive at their school. Students were
instantly excited for the next part of their day. They knew
they'd be learning something new and that it would be
FUN!

In the first Traveling Naturalist lesson, students learned
what a naturalist is and how anyone can be one. Each
student received their own nature journal to document
their observations with drawings and words as they
explored the natural world on their school grounds.

Not even halfway
through the lesson,
Mauricio asked if he
could take his journal
home to work on and

to nurture that
excitement, Tucker
sent Mauricio home
with an extra journal.
Mauricio not only was
excited to learn, but
brought that
enthusiasm home to
his family, too. As
Tucker explained,

Student excitement was infectious
and more students wanted to
bring their journals home!

"Maybe he was already into nature, or
maybe this lesson is what sparked it."

How do you spark curiosity and excitement in students?
You pass around a box of interesting items from nature -
lichen, pinecones, leaves, shells, sand dollars, rocks, and a
wasp nest. As Tucker explains, “You don’t have to know
what it is to observe and learn from it.” Some students
may have never visited the ocean before and now they
are observing seashells for the first time. One student
exclaimed, “I can hear the ocean!”

Each 4th & 5th grade class are visited about 7 times
throughout the school year. That's 24 classrooms!

This program would not be possible without support from
the Williams International Fund, Fordham Street
Foundation, Washington State Recreation & Conservation
Office, and YOU, our donors! Thank you for helping make
an impact on students throughout NCW.



The Wenatchee River Institute connects
people, communities and the natural world...
In 2021, we did just that!

Community member contacts: ] ’994

Student contacts: A ’070

17 schools in 8 school districts

plus homeschool students!
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https://wenatcheeriverinstitute.org/about-us/our-people/title/v-nia-winters

Thank you to everyone who donates and supports WRI!
We couldn’t do it without you.

Endowment Donors (2020 and 2021)

John Agnew and Patty Hebert
Nancy Ahern

Joan Alway

Anonymous Donors

Kathy and Keith Archibald
Lynn Armstrong

Ray and Edith Aspiri

Randy and Cici Asplund

Steve and Betsy Backstrom
Susan and Paul Ballinger
Dave and Nancy Bartholomew
Janet and Peter Bauer

Russ and Cordy Beckstead
John and Judy Beebe
Benchmark Jewelers

Rebecca Benjamin

Barbara Bergeron and Brian Adams
Rachel Bishop and John Place
Jabe Blumenthal and Julie Edsforth
Mara and Brian Bohman
Teresa Boushay

John Brandt

Helen Breed

Leesa Broker

Scot Brower

Pamela and Oliver Brulotte
Gro Buer and Bruce Williams
Bob Bugert and Carolyn Griffin-Bugert
Peter Burgoon and Judith Lurie
Deanna Lynn Butcher

Judith and Kenneth Butcher
Jeanine and Skip Butler

Terri Butler

John and Susan Butruille

Matt and Carol Cade

Ellen Cafferty and Jack Bolton
Judy Chavez

Andrew Chen and Heidi Mass
Katie Churchwell

Peter B Clark

Claudia and Gary Cockerham
Ann and Gary Colley

Rich and JoEllen Colson

Calla and Peter Crowley

Andy and Jan Dappen

Thomas and Ann Dark

Cathy and Phil Davis

Stella Day and Matt Primomo
Margareta and Marc Dilley
Andrew Dolan

Eron Drew and Willy Stockman
Emily and Rob Egdamin
Justyn and Candace Egert
Chuck and Candace Egner
Gene and Kathy Fairchild

Marty and Bob Fallon

Christopher and Alyssa Famy
Lorene Farrar

Marlene and Kevin Farrell

Polly Feehan and Jamie Tackman
John Fish and Barbara Kenady-Fish
Wendy and Ryan Flanagan

Mickey Fleming and Dirk Horton
Four Point Taxidermy

Craig Garver and Barbara Hume
John Gette

Rusty and Amanda Gibbs
Samantha Goff

Rod and Teresa Goninan

James and Rebecca Grandin
William and Marjorie Griffin
Suzanne Gromme

Maury and Shannon Haferman
Karl Halupka and Jacqueline Dawson
Susan Hamilton and Timothy Bates
Kelly and Mark Hassinger

Ken Heinle and Kris Cameron
Peter and Joanne Hill

Diane Huntsinger-Carson

Claire Jackson and Virgil Curtis

Bill Jenkins

Jeff Johnson

Steve and Jean Johnson

Jennifer and Robert Jorgensen
Annette Jouard and John Taylor
Mike Kaputa and Suzanne Tomassi
Margie Kerr

Tony and Jill Keyser

Carrie Kingsley

Helen and Carl Kjobech

Kathleen Klaniecki

Paul and Anne Kundtz

Deb Lapo and John Ballinger

Talia Lauren and Ben Rogoza
Kevin and Erin Leff

Naomi Liebhold

Lexine Long and Nate Hough-Snee
Jason and Hilary Lundgren

Cindy Luskus and Bill Deters
Andrea Lyons

Shayne Magdoff and Paul Armentor
Christine Mallon

R Richard Marchand

Connie McCauley

Thomas McGranahan

Kerry McKean and Marcela Touskova
Diane McKenzie

Maggie and Scott McManus
Kathleen McNalty and Steve Wright
Neil and Nancy McReynolds

Bold = $5000+ Donors

Kimberly McRoberts

Edgar Meyer

Mary Miller

Christine and David Morgan
Mountain Home Lodge

Mary Carol Nelson

Northwest Mountain School
Dave and Pat Notter

Bob and Pat Ogburn

Nic Pottier and Stephanie Ogden
Lisa and Jim Osse

Lisi Ott

Lois Parker

Tammie and William Parkinson
Robert Parrish and Crissy Hill
Cheryl and Thomas Phillips

Dena and Iak Platis

Chris Rader

Joe and Bernie Reichlin

Laura and Greg Reichlin

Ed and Pat Rutledge

Susan Sampson and Gerald Horn
John and Megan Schiefelbein
Richard and Marilyn Schiefelbein
Nina and Mark Schulz

Lonnie and Jordan Schwirtlich
Sarah and Mark Shaffer

Mark Shorb and Kristin Ferrera
Cindy and Rob Shurtleff

Robert and Anne Smith

Peter Smytheman and Kate Evans
Suzanne Sorom

Jim and Susie Stenkamp

Robert and Pat Strand

Martin Straub and Diane Blake
Sandra Strieby

Catherine and Michael Sweeney
Canuche Terranella and Mercy Rome
Lisa Therrell and Rich Haydon
Miriam I Thomas

Penny and Larry Tobiska
Andrew Tokar and Alexandra Chasin
Keith and Jody Tower

Jim and Suzanne Ullrich

Clark and Jean Vanderlinden
Joel Walinski and Mary Rossing
Charles and Nancy Warner

Kim Weers

Vania Winters

Caroline Woolmington and Timothy Clement
Mike and Carol Wyant

Scott and Jenny Wyatt

Jane and John Zanol

Randy and Marge Zerger

 ——


https://wenatcheeriverinstitute.org/about-us/our-people/title/v-nia-winters

2021 Donors - Annual Operating Support

A Book for All Seasons

Joan Alway

Jackie and Tom Andrewjeski
Anonymous Donors

Lynn Armstrong

Mary J Austin

Steve and Betsy Backstrom
Kathy Baker

Elizabeth Baldwin

Susan and Paul Ballinger
Robert Bamberger

Isaiah Banken

Dave and Nancy Bartholomew*
Mary Pat Barton

C. Fred and Martha Battrell
Martha Bean and Ralph Haugerud
Lisa and Mike Bedard

Bedard Land Management
Benchmark Jewelers

Rebecca Benjamin

Barbara Bergeron and Brian Adams
Rachel Bishop and John Place
Brad and Annette Bjorklund
Marjory Blake

Jabe Blumenthal and Julie Edsforth
Mara and Brian Bohman
Tracy Bowerman and Wilson Kern
Mall and Tom Boyd

Helen Breed

Scot Brower

Paul and Karen Brower
Michelle and James Brownlow
Pamela and Oliver Brulotte
Tracy and Ben Brulotte*
Brunner's Lodge, Inc.

The Bubblery

Gro Buer and Bruce Williams*
Bob Bugert and Carolyn Griffin-Bugert
Peter Burgoon and Judith Lurie
Deanna Lynn Butcher

Judith and Kenneth Butcher
Jeanine and Skip Butler

Terri Butler

John and Susan Butruille

Matt and Carol Cade

Chuck Cahn

Mary Carlson

Anne Carson

Cascade Veterinarian

Judy Chavez

Andrew Chen and Heidi Mass
Katie Churchwell

Chris Clark

Rachel Clement and Tucker Jackson
Claudia and Gary Cockerham
Constance Cogburn

Colchuck Consignment

Ann and Gary Colley

John and Lina Conrad

Calla and Peter Crowley

Will Crowley and Beth Macinko
Guenna and Loren Curtis
Gretchen Daiber

Bill Davies and Tiffany Brine-Davies*
Heather and Derek Davis
Cathy and Phil Davis

John and Judy Day

Stella Day and Matt Primomo
Tara deArrieta

Der Sportsmann

Ann Diamond

Lynn Dickinson*

Bold = $1000+ Donors
* = Sustaining Donors

Theresa and Richard D-Litzenberger
Robin Doty and Scott Blymyer
Ruth Drewniany

Betsy Dudash and Ted Crum

Mike and Kailen Duffield

Joanna Dunn and Ian Mallinson
Ben and Jena Edwards

Chuck and Candace Egner*
Christine Emmel*

Stan and Robin Engler

Evergreen Mountain Bike Central Chapter
Gene and Kathy Fairchild

Marty and Bob Fallon

Christopher and Alyssa Famy

Lisa Farin

Bridget Farrell and Paul Shotwell
Tyree and Nicholas Fender

Jana and Tyler Fischback

Mickey Fleming and Dirk Horton
James and Susan Fletcher

Carl and Debbie Florea

Four Point Taxidermy

Karen Francis-McWhite

Lachovia and Jeremy Freeland
Bob and Janet Frey

Julie Fuller

Emily Gale

Doug Gann and Susan Plummer
Jeanie Garrity

Nancy and David Gernert

Gibbs Graphics

Rod and Teresa Goninan

Nichol Graham-Mathers and Alex Mathers
William and Marjorie Griffin
Suzanne Gromme

Ken and Arleen Guilfoyle
Kamuron Gurol*

Maury and Shannon Haferman
Karen and Curt Haire

Jeff and Eileen Hambleton
Kristian Hamilton

Julia Hansbrough

Gregory Harris and Judith Huett-Harris
Suzanne Hartman and Barry Storer
Dr. Paul and Mary Hessberg
Terry and Mary Hodge

Ginger Holladay and Dean Marson
Diane Huntsinger-Carson

Icicle Brewing Company

Impact Assets

Claire Jackson and Virgil Curtis
Amanda Jackson-Mott

Julie and Steve Jacobs

Christi and Tim Jenkins

Bill Jenkins

Johnson & Johnson

Angela Johnson

Gavin and Clara Johnson

Mark and Dorothy Johnston
Annette Jouard and John Taylor
Robin and Dave Judd

Mark Julian

Mike Kaputa and Suzanne Tomassi
Jane and Marc Katz

Michelle Keys

Tony and Jill Keyser

Catherine Kilty

Helen and Carl Kjobech

Kathleen Klaniecki

Sonja Knudson and Terry Buchanan
Deb Lapo and John Ballinger
Chuck and Lou Largent

Bill Layman and Susan Evans
Nancy and Larry Leach
Leavenworth Chamber of Commerce
Leavenworth Greenhouse & Nursery
Leavenworth Outdoor Center
Leavenworth Radtours

Jane and Alvin Lee

Naomi Liebhold

Lauren Liebling and Walter Thorn
Steven Liebling

Lexine Long and Nate Hough-Snee
Elisa Lopez and Jaime Cuellar

Jo and Ken Lowe

Ludwig's German Restaurant
Jason and Hilary Lundgren

Sharon and Greg Lunz

Shayne Magdoff and Paul Armentor
Christine Mallon

R Richard Marchand

Jody and Rev. Clarence Marquardt
Jessie Marrs

Liz Marzolf

Amy and Dayle Massey

Mathey Law Firm PLLC

Frederick and Anne Matsen

Kerry McKean and Marcela Touskova
Kathy McKenna

Steve and Phyllis McKenna

Diane McKenzie

Terra McLaughlin

Kathleen McNalty and Steve Wright
Neil and Nancy McReynolds

Orin and Lisa Melvin*

Michele Merrill

Edgar Meyer

Metau Resilient Forests

Microsoft

Corey Mikkelsen

Mary Miller

Phil and Carol Miller

Nancy and Bill Miller

Anne Mitchell

Danica Mito

Ted and Kathy Montgomery
Christine and David Morgan
Judith Moser and H. E. Thor

Robin Moser and Doug Compau
Heather and Patrick Murphy
NCW Audubon Society
Margaret Neighbors

Mary Carol Nelson*

David Nierman

Dave and Pat Notter*

Lee and Deborah Oatey

Bob and Pat Ogburn

Stephanie Ogden and Nic Pottier
Daniel P O'Neill

Lisa and Jim Osse

Mark and Judy Oswood

Lisi Ott*

Mike Ott

Lois Parker

Robert Parrish and Crissy Hill
Diane Patterson and David Stoller*
Tricia Petersen

Michael and Britta Peterson
Kathy and Chuck Peven

Cheryl and Thomas Phillips
Claire Phillips

Linda Lacy Piziks

Jeanne and Don Poirier

Puget Sound Mycological Society

Salim and Joan Qazi

Rayfield Bros. Excavating

Laura and Greg Reichlin*

Joe and Bernie Reichlin

Linda and Ken Reid

Rhein Haus

Craig Root and Robin Boal
Barbara Rossing and Lauren Johnson
Merry and Joseph Roy

David Russell

Ed and Pat Rutledge

Rachel Ryan

Rebecca Ryker

Sage Mountain Natural Foods
Susan Sampson and Gerald Horn
Karen Sargeant

Don and Ann Schaechtel
Kimberly and Joshua Schaub
Mary Scheibler

Alex Schmidt and Stacey Barnhill
Gabe Scott

Eliot and Tina Scull

Sarah and Mark Shaffer

Derek and Gabrielle Sheffield
Kristin and Mark Simpson

Emily and Vitek Siroky

Richard and Karen Smith

Leanne Smith

Peter Smytheman and Kate Evans
Denise and Abraham Sorom
South Restaurants

Edward Starbird

Kathey and Gailen Steichen
Stemilt Growers LLC

Linda and Gary Stoneback

Harry and Beth Stovall

Martin Straub and Diane Blake
Sandra Strieby

Suites on Main

Richard Szeliski and Lyn McCoy
Canuche Terranella and Mercy Rome
Mark Terranella and Lucy Petrucelli
Pat and Rick Thirlby

Ruth and Benjamin Traxler

Kate Trent

Ken and Susan Trimpe

Jim and Suzanne Ullrich

Terry Valdez

Victoria Velategui

Visconti's Hospitality Group
Donna Waidtlow

Joel Walinski and Mary Rossing
Walleye Cards LLC

Mark Weick and Carole Ann Borshard*
Barton Weick and Beverly Conner
Ann Welz and Franz Hajnal

Susan Westerlund and Peter Valaas
Woody Wheeler and Lori Cohen
Steve White

Don and Vicki White

Robert and Anne White

Dorthea White and Anna Lively
Wild Birds Unlimited

Rufus Woods

Callahan Woolett

Caroline Woolmington and Timothy Clement
Mike and Carol Wyant

Diane and Herb Young*

Nancy Young

Randy and Marge Zerger

Julie and Chuck Zimmerman

Please pardon us if you are not on these lists and should be.
Please let us know if this is the case!



