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One of the final mitzvot in Sefer Vayikra is the prohibition of temura - attempting to move
the korban status from one animal onto another. What can we learn from this prohibition?

Rambam, Hilchot Temura, Chapter 4

Egypt, 12th c.

In the verse “And it and its substitute shall be holy”... the Torah anticipated
the thoughts of a person and his evil inclination, recognizing that human
nature tends toward increasing one’s possessions and being overly
protective of one’s wealth. And even though he vowed and consecrated
something, it is possible that he will regret it and seek to redeem it for less
than its value. And since he cannot redeem it, he might try to exchange
it for a lesser animal. If the Torah were to permit him to substitute, he
would end up substituting a better one for a worse one and say, “This
one is better” Therefore, the Torah closed off this possibility entirely and
prohibited any substitution. And if he does substitute, the Torah penalizes
him by stating, “It and its substitute shall both be holy.” All these laws are
intended to subdue the evil inclination and to correct a person’s attitudes.

In fact, the majority of the laws of the Torah are strategies from Hashem,

intended to refine human thought and straighten all behavior.
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The Rambam explains that the Torah was concerned that people’s inclination to save money
would cause them to renege after consecrating their korbanot - attempting to move the

kedusha to less valuable animals.

Rav Hirsch, Parshat Bechukotai, Chapter 27

Germany, 19th c.

Temura (substitution) is a completely different matter... This individual is to
attain atonement through the actions of the korban (offering) designated
for that animal. Therefore, he should not see it as merely an “animal,’

but rather he should view it as the representation of his own personality
— with all its drives and forces, its aims and activities — which must be
dedicated to God and His Torah. But now the one making the substitution
takes an unconsecrated animal — which is nothing more than an ordinary
animal — and places it in the role of the sacrificial animal, saying: “This one
instead of that one.” This animal is to take the place of that korban. At that
moment, the entire moral purpose and symbolic meaning of the korban has
disappeared from his view. He no longer sees it as anything more than a
living animal, whose death is meant to appease a wrathful deity.

Rav Hirsch explains that a person who tries to remove the kedusha from their korban is missing the point
it's meant to serve as a reminder of what our sins cause. By trying to move kedusha to a

of the korban -
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new animal, a person loses focus of the fact that the animal represents themselves - and that they are
symbolically sacrificing themselves to Hashem.
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Darash Moshe, Parshat Bechukotai, Chapter 27
United States, 20th c.

The prohibition of temura comes to teach that one may not
substitute consecrated animals, making another animal take its
place. Even though the Torah permits redemption when the animal
is unfit for a sacrifice, this is done through the process of redemption
(pidyon), not with the wording or concept of “in its place” (tachtav).
Because in matters of sanctity, it is possible for both animals to be
sanctified — only in cases where only one can be sanctified does the
concept of “instead of it” apply. But in holiness, both can be holy.
So why create a “substitute” (temura)? This comes to teach that it is
God’s will that all of God'’s people be fearers of God... One should
not be content with the fact that there are other Torah scholars —
rather, each person should strive to be a Torah scholar himself.
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Rav Moshe suggests that the importance of this mitzva is to teach us that we should not be looking
to shift kedusha away from ourselves. Instead of trying to remove the kedusha, we should attempt to
increase the amount of kedusha in the world.

Questions for Reflection:

1. The Rambam suggested that temura comes to guide us in how we should view our money - what other
mitzvos guide us in this sense? What should our relationship with money be?

2. What are the areas in our lives where we could “add” kedusha instead of “substituting”?
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