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The Torah commands regarding the Menorah: “When you raise up the lamps”
— “mMan nx yMmbyna” (Bamidbar 8:2). Why does the Torah use the unusual

phrase “raise up” the lights instead of simply saying “light” the lights?

Rashi Bamidbar 8:2

11th c. France

Because the flame rises upward, the Torah uses a
language of elevation regarding their lighting; one
must light the wick until the flame rises on its own.
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Rashi teaches that true lighting is not accomplished with a brief spark alone, but
by remaining present until the flame can stand independently — transforming a
small act of ignition into lasting and self-sustaining light.

Me’at Min Ha'or Parshat Behalotcha

21st c. Israel

One can learn an even deeper principle from this technical
instruction to light the Menorah “until the flame rises on its

»

own.

“Man was created for toil,” and even in Torah and the service
of Hashem, nothing can truly be achieved without effort.
Therefore, there is a mitzvah to kindle the eternal flame,
symbolizing the light of Torah and divine service, despite
all the labor involved in producing the oil and preparing it
for lighting.

But the ultimate goal of serving Hashem is not to “squeeze
every drop” out of a person or merely test one’s endurance.
Quite the opposite: the goal is to bring a person to a level
where serving Hashem is done with joy and delight —
“until the flame rises on its own” — naturally, without strain
or difficulty.

1M5yna nw1a XA 1N byn
nmajpnmn

50N pmy Mo’ Ty THH 1M
TV PO TN T NP00 MNPy
JTPOND 21 NANOWN XINY

N2 X, ToY Dnyo DTN

WD M XY YY1 ‘N NTMaym
mxn’ 2°acn Ny ’XOHY oAt
MR ROV, TANN N DR POTD
20 ynrnn Y25y ,nTiayvi NN
NPOTAY MM Mwn Npana

XX PR ‘N NTAY YN R
N2 R N2 DTRAN ‘Y0 NIX
WNANY 12T YW 1NN RYR DAD
TP'WYI ‘N NTAY XN Namnmn?
N275wN XANY TY' - 21y ‘22
VDM ML RYY - 7PORND Y

Rav Porat learns from this the idea that serving Hashem begins with effort
and hard work, but the ultimate goal is to reach a level where Torah and
mitzvot become natural, joyful, and self-sustaining.
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Sichot on Bamidbar page 81

21st c. Israel

When the Torah teaches how to light the Menorabh, its
deeper intention is really to instruct us how to teach
Torah. It wishes to teach us that the proper way to
pass on wisdom is for the one lighting — the teacher
— to remain involved with the lamp, the student, until
the student’s flame ‘rises on its own!

When you seek to transmit the fire of Torah that is in
your hands and ignite the soul of the student with it, you
must invest yourself in the student until that fire burns
through the student’s own inner strength — so that even
after you remove your hand, the flame of wisdom wiill
continue burning from the student’s own oil.
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Rav Nevenzahl takes this idea regarding the Menorah to the world of education
explaining that true education is not just about inspiring a student momentarily,
but about nurturing them until they can grow independently.

Questions for Reflection:

1. What does it take for your growth or commitment to become a flame that “rises on its own,’
rather than something dependent on outside pressure or inspiration?

2. As parents, teachers and friends are we simply “lighting” others momentarily, or are we
investing enough to help them develop an inner and lasting fire of their own?
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