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As we enter Sefer Devarim, the Meforshim’s varied introductions
highlight differing views on the Sefer’s purpose within the Torah.

Abarbanel’s Introduction to Sefer Devarim D™MAaT 17905 TR YNnaanar
15th c. Spain HNIAR PN’ NT
Rather, his sole intention was to explain the Torah and OMNN NN IRAY 1222 NN Nnnw
the commandments — those that required explanation N2 MIIX PNY DMR MXNM
— as it is written, “Moshe undertook to explain this Torah.” NN N2 PN 22X MIRY 1NN
For this alone was his purpose, and nothing else... But YN 1’ 1292 AT X NN
the matters that had been stated only by hint or in brief 12T MMRN DIAN ... INR12TRY
— he, peace be upon him, while alive would explain MDY N7V IR IXPAINR TN
them; yet at the time of his death they would require Nnyw1 Yax .DMN IR 70 NINN
interpretation and clarification. Therefore he needed to 1291 021 w1 a 1270% 1N
bring them in this book in order to explain them, and not DIR2AY >T2 NN 1aD2 DRANY TIXIN
for any other purpose. ANRPYINY NY

According to the Abarbanel, the purpose of the whole Sefer is to clarify
those Mitzvot which hadn’t been clearly explained until now.

Seforno’s Introduction to Sefer Devarim D"MAT 9P AnTpa Mav
Italy, 15th c. 1Map Ty M
And with this his Torah was completed, together with the mTy Oy NN NNROWI AT
testimony at its end that indeed no person other than Moshe DTR YN XY DINAN 2 NQ1D2
ever reached the level of his prophecy, through which the IWR IR MY Nwn Nt
Torah of truth was given — a Torah to which nothing may PR POV, NNIR NN NN N2
be added and from which nothing may be subtracted. And 721 .D170 PR NI oiny
through this God made known the supernal kindness that He YN RXNAW POy TN V1N
brought into being in Moshe a prophetic capacity beyond what IRWARN N 1N N°R12) NN
is naturally possible for a human being, in order that the Torah NAR NN NN vNRY WR yava
of truth be given through him — a Torah that admits no change, N1 ,00 Mawn PRAWR T YY
no addition and no diminution through the prophecy of any DY NN12 T HY VI NapIn
other prophet, as our Sages said: that no prophet is permitted N2 PRY DT DINRD N2
to introduce anything new from now on. .ANYN 12T WTNY 'RWD

According to The Seforno, the purpose of Sefer Devarim was to pay tribute
to Moshe and to show that he, and he alone, reached a level of Nevu’ah that
allowed him to ‘contribute’ to the writing of the Torah.
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The Ramban’s Introduction to Sefer Devarim 0”MATaPY AnTPN 1"am

Spain, 12th c. Mmnajanen
The subject of this book is known: it is Mishneh Torah, in which NN NN XY 1T 127V N1 1abn
Moshe our teacher explains to the generation entering the Land YIN2 DI MT2 120 YN IRD
most of the commandments of the Torah that are necessary for . JRIWD M2MIXN NMNN MXN N
Israel... And before beginning to explain the Torah, he began by 2NN ,NMNN MR 2N 070
rebuking them and reminding them of their sins — how often they nNJ DPMNY DNY 1M DD
rebelled against Him in the wilderness, and how the Holy One, DNNY 2NNN NN 2T
blessed be He, dealt with them with the attribute of mercy... so V'TIND AN, DM N N”"apn
that no one should say: We cannot inherit the Land, for there N7 :OTR IR ROY ...DNNY P TON
is no person who does not sin, and immediately the attribute IR DTR PR YIRN IR NPT D00
of judgment will be stretched out against us and we will perish. NMNN Y70 1T AN T RO KD
Therefore, Moshe, our teacher, informed them that the Holy One, YN DY TN 1221 TARN DT
blessed be He, is compassionate and full of mercy, for forgiveness 2, 0PN RN 1M N72pn °2 1710
and pardon from Him, blessed be He, are a support and aid to YPD 7121 1200 N2 Nnm nnoon
human beings in their service of Him, as the verse says: “For with IRY IV NIV DTR 027 T
You is forgiveness, so that You may be feared.” NI )V02 ATP2D TOY 22 ;NN

According to the Ramban, the point of Sefer Devarim was to ensure that the Jews
entering Israel would be prepared to continue their observance of mitzvot and not
lose hope because of sins that they may commit in the future.

Questions for Reflection:

1. In light of the Ramban, what lesson should we be aware of when it comes to
addressing past failures in our journey of Avodat Hashem?

2. According to the Abarbanel, what was the purpose of not giving certain Mitzvot
clearly to begin with and only clarifying them before Moshe’s death?
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