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After giving the ‘Tochechd’, a series of curses and punishments for not following the
Torah, Moshe calls the Jews together again. He tells them that they could not have
understood these messages “until today”. What was unique about this specific time,
that only now the Jews could understand these messages?

Rashi Devarim 29:3 A:L2 DMAT "W
Troyes 11th c. pPNX’ 12 NnHw "
“And Hashem has not given you a heart to understand” - to NX 1200 .NyT2 25 023Y 'N MmN
recognize the kindnesses of the Holy One, blessed be He, and to 22 P27 N"apn Ton
cleave to Him. MY DN IMRY NYNY .Ath 0 TV
“Until this day” - | heard that on this day, Moshe gave the Torah 2N2W N2 MY 120 NNNap Nwn
scroll to the tribe of Levi. As it is written (Deuteronomy 31), 12 07NN YR N (X" 01aT)
‘And he gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi, all of Israel came V1M nwn Nab Yrw Hhara Mo
before Moshe and said to him: ‘Moshe, we too stood at Sinai and 125291°°D2 1TAY 1IN R 121 NwN
received the Torah—it was given to us as well. Why are you placing ~ ©"9wn nnxk nm 132 NN NN NR
your own tribe in authority over it? Tomorrow they might say to NN DY 122 1R PYY VAW N2 NN
us: “It was not given to you, it was given to us.” Moshe rejoiced at nwn NN ,nan1 1Y ,nan1 nao 8>
this, and in response he said to them, ‘This day you have become TN DYN" DNY MR NNTOYW 12T DY
a people...” On this day, | understood that you are truly cleaving to DNRY N3N 0T Orn "N oyY N
and desiring the Divine. :DpnN1 DXam paT

Rashi understands that there was a fundamental shift in attitude, both Moshe towards
Bnei Yisrael and Bnei Yisrael towards the Torah, that occurred after the complaint levied
against Moshe for delivering the Torah Scroll to the Kohanim.

Jerusalem Targum Devarim 29:3 2:V2 0MAT MOYPIT DN
Jerusalem 2nd c. n/a
Hashem did not give you a heart to forget, rather to know; nor NN WINY N2V N2V 'TT RN 20 RN
eyes to gaze (at bad things) rather to look (at holy things); nor mMmnNNY PROR RTNINIY P2V y1InY
ears to plug up rather to pay attention. And you have forgotten NNRY RN?XD PRYR RNLNALD PITINY
the Torah from your hearts, averted your eyes, and plugged 2%V NN N22DT RN MR NI
your ears. TR RNDY I NITIR NNNLNIVY

Targum Yerushalmi understands that this Pasuk is providing a strong rebuke
of the Jews for not taking a serious attitude towards Torah.
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Babylonia 1st c. n/a

Even Moshe did not hint to them (a point of rebuke) until HNIWM 109 N1 RY 121 NN ar
forty years had passed, as it is written, 'l led you through the NRIY NIY DYIAIR INRY RN
wilderness for forty years,' and it is also written, 'But the Lord MY D°VIAIN 12702 DINX TN
has not given you a heart to understand...' (Deuteronomy AN N 29 D20 NN KDY NN
29:3). Rabbah said, 'From this, we can infer that no person can TPNYTN 2PN NP N2 12’0 YO N2
come to fully understand his teacher's lessons until forty years IV PYIIX TY P2T
have passed.’

The Gemara tells us that only after 40 years of being under the leadership of
Moshe in the desert were the Jews ready to hear Mussar.

Question for Reflection:

1. What was it about this time period that made it uniquely positioned
for the Jews to hear and accept the Tochecha?
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