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A complex mitzvah is presented to us at the very outset of the Parsha. The concept of Ben
Soreir U'moreh, the wayward son, is a puzzling one. He’s killed Al Sheim Sofo, based on where
his actions are heading. If this is so, why was Yishmael judged Ba’asheir Hu Sham, as he was

at that moment, when he was at the brink of death earlier in Chumash (Bereishit 21:17)?

Rashi Bereishit 21:17 T:R3 P12 MYRILM'PA
France, 11th c. PNX’ NNHW "
“Where he is" (ba'asher hu sham) — he is judged according to his NIV RINY D'wYN 19’ - DY X1 WX
current deeds, not according to what he will do in the future. For TNY NINY N2 2a2 RO T NN Yway
the ministering angels were accusing him and saying, "Master of the  D21VPN MWD 2RO YN a5, MYY?
World, will You provide a well for someone whose descendants WIT T'NYW M ,02Y YW 1121 0N
will cause Your children to die of thirst?" He replied to them, N2 NOYN NNR RAXA P nmnY
"What is he now—righteous or wicked?" They said to Him, IN PTX, NN N PRIY DWN XM
"Righteous." He said to them, "l judge him only according to his YRYN 2% DN MNP TX 1D 1R, VeI
current deeds, and that is [the meaning of] 'where he is'". DY RIN TWR2INMNIT AR PRIV Y

The Medrash tells us that Yishmael’s judgment was executed based on his status at that
moment, even though he was going to do horrible things in the future. So why, in our
parsha, is the Ben Soreir U'moreh treated more harshly?

Rav Eliyahu Mizrachi Devarim 21:18 N2 P79 DMAT NN
Turkey, 15th c. MM IOR
And the 'stubborn and rebellious son' is executed based on his ultimate 12 21922910 DY 5V 2172 1) IND )
outcome, as discussed in the chapter 'Ben Soreir U-Moreh' (Sanhedrin 215y QN1 .(R2Y PITNID) "M MDD
71b). TRIY YV YRYN QD ... DRYNY DT

And even though regarding Ishmael ... he is judged according to his TIY RINY 0297 R NI RIN

current deeds and not according to what he will do in the future— 2NN RY TV, DN IRY MY
nevertheless, that case is different. There, he had not yet begun that N21 NP RD DX YW NP2V NN

sin of causing thirst, neither in whole nor in part. MY 2°NNN 123 RIN 52X, PNXPN
YAR AN NYINY anY TNy Y

T R, MNw Y1oRY T ,Nma
,IP12N DLDYN KX RN ITINRD wpw
IR DY 20 (R 2Y PITNID) XN T
XN AT 2 71°DIN AT DIRY 0910 7I)

But here [in the case of the rebellious son], his future wickedness has

already begun. Since he is consuming his father’s wealth through theft
in order to eat and drink, a time will come when he will seek to satisfy
his habit but will not find [the means], and he will go on to rob people.

As it is taught (Sanhedrin 71b): Rabbi Yosi says: 'Is it because this one ate 5pDh pTIPAb R NN DR, N5
a tartimar of meat and drank half a log of wine that the Torah says he should IMD )2 SY YT YIDY N Y20 KON
be brought to court to be stoned? Rather, the Torah understood the ultimate WPIM PN *D3) 1030 YDV, AN
end of the stubborn and rebellious son: he will eventually exhaust his father’s D77 NP5 RXP) XX 1K) TIN5
assets, find himself unable to satisfy his craving, and will end up at the M, AN 7K 17127 NIX DDDYM)

crossroads robbing people. Therefore, the Torah says: let him die innocent
[now] rather than die guilty [later].'
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The Mizrachi explains for us the reason we are so much harsher on the
Ben Soreir U'Moreh is because he already showed us where he is heading.
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Gur Aryeh Devarim 21:18
Prague, 16th c.

And it can be answered that there is no difficulty at all: The
principle that 'a person is judged only according to his actions at
that time' applies to the judgment of the Heavenly Court, for

it is not appropriate to judge except according to that moment
[in time]. However, an earthly court judges based on one's
ultimate outcome, in order to 'save' him from the Heavenly
Court—so that he will not eventually die guilty according to
their [Heavenly] judgments. Furthermore, the punishment of
the Heavenly Court is not comparable to that of an earthly
court; for the earthly court compels [one] to fulfill the
commandments (Ketubot 86a), whereas the Heavenly Court
grants permission [for one to choose their path].
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The Maharal here is expanding to differentiate between two kinds of Beit Din.
Since Yishmael was being judged by the Heavenly Beit Din he was judged
as who he was right now.

Questions for Reflection:

1. If we see that Yishmael, who was a rasha, wicked, got spared from punishment because he was
at that moment good, how would that manifest itself for ourselves in our own Teshuva process?

2. Is there anything in our lives that we can see the trajectory (like the Ben Soreir U'moreh)
going sour that we can fix now?
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