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Korach and his accomplices lobbied a complaint against Moshe and Aharon.
What exactly was the ‘basis’ for this complaint?

Bechor Shor Bamidbar 16:3 2:TV 12TN2 MY M3
France, 12th c. MY N2 qpY 1
You have taken too much greatness for yourselves. You say: DNRY ,NINTA AN NNPY - D27 1
‘Aharon and his sons shall be the priests, and they shall have D2 WM, 073 PP P22 NAX DR
garments of gold, precious stones, and jewels made for them Swn Yoy maw 0aN) 27T
from the public funds, for honor and for splendor’. And the ,(T-2:N"2 MNW) MIXaN21 71232 N2X
entire community is made subservient to them through the DIWY1 0N D' TAVIWN NTYN o0
twenty-four priestly gifts. And over the whole congregation 1TV 5251 ,NNN2 Mann nyaN
you proclaim: ‘Any outsider who draws near shall be put to death’. 127TN1) My 290 {1} :IRMP DNR
But behold — the entire congregation, all of them, are holy, and D'WITP 0212 YA 92 ;XM L(R":R
they are worthy of the priesthood. For the Holy One, blessed :DRIP N”72Pn NNY 0NN IR -
be He, called them ‘a kingdom of priests and a holy nation’. (0" MNW) L7 21 0272 N2700

Korach’s complaint centered on the burden that the Kohanim'’s
status placed on the community.

Shadal Bamidbar 16:3 A:TV 1AM N"AY YTV
Italy, 19th c. ORI TITHN MY
It is enough for you, the authority you have exercised over 1°YY DNNYNY NN D2 7,022 0
us until today. For until now we needed you, but now that ,022 021X 1PN NNy TV 2, 0rn Ty
the Mishkan has been erected, we have no further need TNMX 12D PR 2WNN DPINY NNV
of you. But Moshe answered them (v. 7) with humility and {'T P 1D} DNY 'wN Nwn Yax .00
brotherhood: ‘Rav lachem, bnei Levi — My brothers, sons of NN DNX 1222 032 27 MNK2) MIY2
my tribe, it is enough for you what | have said to you: take for D22 °NNY N0 D22 2°aD’ DAY )2
yourselves fire-pans, so that you may know that your thought will X2 2IVTN )Y, MNNQ 032 1N
not succeed. For if the matter were not clear to me, | would not 7270 7’0 X2 DXY ,0IN2WN0 NoXN
have said this. And now, desist, so that it may be good for you. DTN ANV ,AT TN N0 KD 2D M2
And when he saw that they would not turn back, he returned N ROW RN .02 2D )YND DIV
and rebuked them in harsh language: ‘Is it a small thing for NP NYY1 DM TN, DN NN
you...?” And he explained to them that they were assembling DTV DNY DNY WY ,0J00 byni
against Hashem, and without doubt He would punish them. DYy Pap XA NIM N OY

R’ Luzzatto explains that Korach’s complaint focused on the need for Moshe —
or lack thereof once the Mishkan was built.
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Malbim Bamidbar 16:3

Russia, 19th c.

And they said to them: ‘Rav lachem’ — meaning: You have taken for
yourselves a greatness beyond what is fitting. For if you claim that
you are greater than the congregation on account of your sanctity —
that you are holier than they by virtue of your own preparation for
holiness — “for the entire congregation, all of them, are holy.” And if you
claim that you are greater than the congregation because God chose
you for prophecy, to cause His Presence to rest upon you, and that
God is closer to you than to the rest of the people — “and the Lord is in
their midst.” And since you have no advantage over the congregation,
why do you exalt yourselves? In this they fell into the same error
they made at the time of the Giving of the Torah, when they desired
that there be no distinctions of spiritual level among them, and that all
should be equal in holiness and prophecy, as stated in Parashat Yitro.
They imagined that their request had been fulfilled, and that there
was no difference between them and Moshe and Aharon.
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The Malbim learns that the complaint of Korach focused on the differentiation
between Moshe and the rest of Klal Yisrael.

Questions for Reflection:
1. According to Rabbi Luzzatto, why is there a difference

between Moshe’s role before

the building of the Mishkan and after?

2. According to the Bechor Shor, is there any validity to the complaint of Korach?
If so, how do we address the financial strain of Matnot Kehuna on those who are already struggling?
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