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PARSHA FROM THE SOURCE
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The priestly blessing that comes from this week's parsha ends
with the words oibw 1% nen - and (Hashem) will make peace for you.
Why is peace the pinnacle of this blessing?

Pa’neach Razah Bamidbar 6:26

France, 13th c.

“And give you peace.” He [God] concludes the Priestly
Blessing with peace. This is as stated at the end of
Tractate Uktzin (3:12): Rabbi Shimon ben Chalafta
said, 'You have no vessel that can hold blessing other
than peace, as it is said: 'Hashem will give strength to
His people; Hashem will bless His people with peace.'
(Tehilim 29:11) [From his Rebbe]"
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The Mishna tells us that peace is uniquely capable of holding bracha. Let’s explore
now other sources that highlight the importance of peace.

Rabbeinu Yonah Avos 1:12

Spain, 13th c.

Hillel says: Be of the disciples of Aharon—loving peace
and pursuing peace, loving mankind and drawing them
close to the Torah.

This means that one should love truth and peace in
their heart and actively pursue it (with their hands). For
there are some people who love peace in their hearts,
yet do not trouble themselves to establish peace in the
world nor walk in the paths of peace. However, those
who take action and establish peace between a person
and their fellow—loving the "work" of it, as it is said
(Psalms 34), "Seek peace and pursue it"—they are the
true disciples of Aaron, who used to act in this manner.
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Rabbeinu Yonah tells us that we not only have to recognize peace
as a value but actively pursue it.
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Gemara Berachot 64a

Babylonia

Rabbi Elazar said in the name of Rabbi Chanina: "Torah
scholars increase peace in the world, as it is said: 'And all your
children (banayich) shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall
be the peace of your children. (Yeshaya 54:13) Do not read
the word as banayich ('your children'), but rather as bonayich
(‘'your builders'). Those who love your Torah have great peace,
and there is no stumbling block for them.' (Tehilim 119:165).
'‘May there be peace within your walls, and serenity within your
palaces.' (Tehilim 122:7). 'For the sake of my brethren and
friends, | will now say, "Peace be within you." For the sake of the
House of Hashem our God, | will seek your good. (Tehilim 9-122:8).
‘Hashem will give strength to His people; Hashem will bless
His people with peace." (Tehilim 29:11)
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From this Gemara that we say at the end of Mussaf, we see again that peace
is so crucial to so many areas of our lives.

Questions for Reflection:

1. Are there any times when we would allow a different trait to override shalom?

2. How do Talmidei Chachamim increase peace in the world?
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Join NILI for a Panel Discussion on

ADDICTION:

Recognition, Education, & Support

Moderated by:

Dr. Jennie Berkovich, DO,
. Director of Education, JOWMA
¥ & NILI Women's Council

Panelists:
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Dr. Erica Mrs. Rachie Mrs. Melissa Dr.Beth
Ghignone, MD Karesh, LCSW Shabat Fishman, PhD
Psychiatrist & Site Executive Director. Family memberof ~ Program Manager,
Medical Director, Upward Community addictinrecovery  Addiction Services
Compass Health atICFS

Center

SUNDAY @ 7:30-9:00PM

at Upward, 7120 Ridgeway Ave in Lincolnwood

Registration Requested: https://bit.ly/4tL9gtD
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English translations from Sefaria



