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The Torah tells us that Hashem created a covenant with the Jews - those who were
present as well as those who weren’t. Who is the Torah referring to and why is it
important that those who weren’t present be included?

Shadal Devarim 24:14 T:T2DMATH"TY
Italy, 19th c. ORXY TITHNMW 1
And with him who is not here—this does not refer at all Sy Y92 NN PR - N2 NPRIWR NI
to future generations, for future generations are neither TN X911 1121 XY D, PR MM
mentioned nor implied in this portion; rather, he said, 'You are IR YR ;DRAN MMNMTN NRT w192
all standing here, and if perhaps there is a person who did not come DTN 22X DX1,DJ22 ]I D°2X) DNN
here because he is sick or for another reason, know that with him 712D2 N N2 NP2 ,)XID K2 KoY
who is not here | am also making this covenant.’ DX 18 PN WX NN D2 VT, NN

JINI P20 N2

According to Shadal, the Pasuk teaches that even someone
who ‘called in sick’ was still bound by the covenant at Har Sinai

Rav Eliyahu Mizrachi Devarim 24:19 LTI DMATMNITA X"
Constantinople, 14th c MM ITOR
“And with whoever is not here - even with the generations that are DTNYVAINMTDY 9X N2 NP IPX 1IX)
destined to be.” He explains: one cannot interpret this to mean N9 DYNY DMNY w190 PR WP P70
that those who are not here are people who have gone off DPX1 MN2N 0w DAY 1200w DN
somewhere for some reason and are simply not present now, for NN DIPN2 XK NTY NYI Na O'RXN)
that is impossible in this context, since it already says: “You are Y2 D251 Drn D°2X) DNX N2 122 NY
standing today, all of you, every man of Israel.” Nor can it be because NN IWNR NIRY 1910 M1 R SN’ X
“whoever is not here” refers to someone absent, for a covenant TYNN DY T2 MN2Y PRITTYI RN DA
cannot be made with one who is entirely absent. Therefore, it Mpal Ny N3 P KN 1 7IXIN
must be said that the verse refers to the souls of those who are MN2N MMT2 NN PTNYN NN
destined to exist in future generations, for although their bodies NNY DPR¥NI PR AW 9”YRY
are not present now, their souls are present. I'RXN) P MPa)

Rav Mizrachi explains that the Torah is referring to the future generations
of Jews who were not physically present in the Midbar.
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Yalkut Shemoni Devarim 29:14

At the moment when the serpent came upon Chava, it cast
impurity into her. Israel, who stood at Mount Sinai, had their
impurity removed, and so on. And what of converts? He said
to him: Even though they themselves did not see, their mazal
saw, as it is written: “For those who are here with us today, and
those who are not here with us today.” And this disagrees with
Rabbi Abba bar Kahana, who said: For three generations the
impurity did not cease from our ancestors. Avraham fathered
Yishmael, Yitzchak fathered Esav, and Yaakov produced
twelve tribes from whom there was no blemish at all.
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According to the Yalkut Shimoni, the reason that it was necessary
to enter future generations into the covenant is so that they would
have the purity from the original sin.

Question for Reflection:

1. According to Shadal, why would the covenant be passed to
the next generation if they weren't originally included?

2. In light of the Yalkut Shimoni, how does the experience of Har Sinai
connect to the original sin of Adam and Chava?

NMpnn Nw1a is generously sponsored by the members of KJBS

Aron and Rivka Friedman

LIVING TORAH

LABOR

fji
DAY YOM IYUN

with Rabbi ‘Gweh ‘CLebowits

TESHUVA: A JOURNEY OR A DESTINATION?

Monday, September 7, 2026

at the ICJA Beit Midrash 8233 Central Park Avenue, Skokie

www.torahchicago.org

SEPTEMBER 16 | 8PM

WEDNESDAY,

AT ARIE CROWN

7787 GROSS POINT RD, SKOKIE

773.973.6557 | INFO@NILITORAH.ORG | WWW.NILITORAH.ORG

English translations from Sefaria



