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Moshe warns the Jewish people twice in Sefer Devarim to not add or subtract
from Hashem’s commandments. What exactly falls under this prohibition?

Chizkuni, Devarim, Chapter 4
France 13th c.

“To it” - from cattle, from sheep, from turtledoves, and from
young pigeons you shall bring your offering, and you shall not
add to it by offering your sons and daughters.

"And do not subtract from it" - from the species that | have
permitted you for an offering.
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The prohibition here is limited to the sacrificial context, teaching that
the Torah'’s warning applies specifically to not altering the list

of species designated for offerings.

Ra’avad, Hilchot Mamarim, Perek 2
France, 12th c.

It seems to me that all such matters are of no consequence, for
anything that the Sages decreed and prohibited as a safeguard and
protection for the Torah does not fall under the prohibition of ‘do
not add, even if they established it for all generations, treated it as
if it were from the Torah itself, and supported it with a verse — as
we find in many places where a Rabbinic enactment is merely an
asmachta (scriptural allusion).

And if one reduces (a command) due to the needs of the time —
such as Eliyahu on Mount Carmel — this too is in accordance
with the Torah, for ‘It is a time to act for Hashem; they have
voided Your Torah!

You will not find the prohibition of ‘adding’ except in positive
commandments, such as lulav, tefillin, tzitzit, and similar cases
— whether for a specific time or for all generations, whether
establishing it as part of the Torah or not.

2 P12 DMnn mada 1arn
MTI1IADNMAR

127 Y2wW M R NOR DI R'R
MDY IMIDR PHY MNIY

DIWN 12 PR NN YW Nnwnn
MNTY 1MYy2P 129N POIN KXY
1M2ND NN YYD IMRYUN
NT NN22 NIWRTI KIpnY
NNYY2A NN2INDR X1P1 227N
M2 YW TNXaY Y DX
727 AT R Y!12N IN2OR
1190 'NY My Ny XN nMn
PDIN MDR RXNN XN NN
2212 122 WY MXN2 RON
12102 KXV XX Poam
nyapw P2 mMmTY panywd
.Y2p XYW P2 NN 12T

This Ra’avad clarifies that the prohibition of “do not add” applies only to positive
commandments — such as lulav, tefillin, or tzitzit — and not to rabbinic safeguards
or temporary changes made for the sake of the Torah.
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means not to add to the essence of the mitzvah, such as with lulav or 2V 12 MXNT RO DY @D 79 -
tzitzit: one may not have fewer than four species, nor add beyond four. POY K1 TN MNY RY .IPXX1 20
From here they said: one may not add an extra application of blood NANN 0P X2 NN ININ TIY
beyond the four applications, nor beyond a single application. X /RINN DY R VIR NN DY NNR
‘Everything that | command’ - this teaches that even a kohen may MN2T 7aR N2 POY ROW - 1377 )
not add even a single word to the priestly blessing. What is stated in ‘91 NIY 1M .0 N30V TR
Parashat Va'etchanan, ‘Do not add to the matter and do not subtract WM K21 1277 2Y 12DN X2 1INNNY
from it, was expounded to mean that one may not add to the 613 27N SV 1DV NOWWIT .00
commandments. For at the beginning there it says, ‘Hear the statutes D’PNA 2K YO» MR 1NN .MXN
and the ordinances which | am teaching you to do, and regarding this it DINX 7050 22X WX "DaVN oX)
says, ‘Do not add to the matter which | am commanding you to do.’ 7277 2V 12DN X2 MR AT OV MY
But in this parsha, it says, ‘Everything that | command, which our Sages T'9) WYY DINN MXD 22IN TUX
interpreted to mean that in that very mitzvah itself you shall not add NMNIY 5”T71W77 12T 22 NR MR
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This source distinguishes between two applications of “do not add”. In
Va'etchanan, it prohibits adding new mitzvot to the total 613. Here in Re’eh, it
prohibits altering the structure of an individual mitzvah such as adding species to
the lulav, strings to tzitzit, or words to Birkat Kohanim.

Questions for Reflection:

1. Why does the Torah care so much about preserving the exact structure of a mitzvah,
even if extra elements are well-intentioned?

2. How can we tell the difference between beautifying a mitzvah (hiddur mitzvah)
and altering its defined boundaries?
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