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How do the physical garments of the Kohanim connect to the
spiritual purpose of the sacrifices they offer?
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sacred garments, which were presented to him by the nation,
represents before the nation and before each of its members the
demand that, by bringing their offering to Hashem, they are to
rise to the level of the moral qualities and traits symbolized by
the priestly garments, as required by the sanctuary of the Torah.

Rav Hirsch explains that the priestly garments parallel the sacrifices, symbolizing the
sanctification of body and soul through the Torah. Worn on behalf of the nation, the Kohen
models the moral and spiritual elevation expected of every individual who brings an offering.
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The Bigdei Kehuna are described as royal vestments meant to confer honor and splendor, reflecting
the way kings were clothed in the Torah’s times. By dressing the Kohen in such garments, the Torah
presents him as a representative of elevated dignity and sanctity before the people.
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Malbim Shemot Perek 28:2

19th c. Russia

The garments that Hashem commanded to be made were,
outwardly, external garments, which could show their form and
how the artisans crafted them. But in truth, they indicated the
inner garments that the Kohanim of Hashem were to fashion for
themselves—clothing their souls with knowledge, virtues, and good
traits, which are the garments of the soul. These inner garments
were not made by the artisans; rather, Hashem commanded

Moshe to make these sacred garments, meaning to teach them the
refinement of their souls and character in a way that would clothe
their inner selves with honor and splendor. And the meaning of
“And you shall make holy garments for honor” — as has been explained
in many places — is that the human soul is called “honor” in the holy
writings (as it says, Tehillim 30:13: “that your honor may sing”), so one
should make holy garments in which the honor—that is, the soul—
may be clothed.
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The garments of the Kohanim, commanded by Hashem to Moshe, symbolize not only external honor but
also the inner refinement of the soul through virtues, good traits, and wisdom. By wearing these sacred
garments, the Kohen clothes his inner self—the “honor” of the soul—as described in the Torah and in Tehillim.

Questions for Reflection:

1. How do the external garments of the Kohanim reflect and shape the inner spiritual qualities
and moral refinement of the person wearing them?

2. In what ways can physical actions and symbols, like sacrifices and sacred clothing,
serve as a bridge between the human body and the soul’s elevation before Hashem?
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