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In constructing the Aron, the Torah tells us that the four rings
should be placed on the four “Pa'a’motav.”’
What are these and where are they?
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them (the rings).

Rashi’s understanding (following Targum) makes sense in this context.
But are there other situations where this word is used to mean “corners”?
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“Pa'a’motav.” | searched all of Scripture and did not find the
word pa’am means “corner”. It is always used to mean “foot”. As
we see: Even the feet of the poor, and the steps (pa'amei) of the
needy (Is. 26:6); And shall make His footsteps (pe‘amav) a way (Ps.
85:14); How beautiful are thy steps (pa‘amayich) (Song of Songs
7:2). There are many other instances. | was therefore forced to
explain that the ark had feet, for it would be disrespectful for
the ark to sit on the ground. Furthermore, what reason is there
for Scripture to place a connective vav before the word u’shetei
(and two) when dealing with the two rings of gold (v. 12)? If the
reference was to the rings already mentioned, then Scripture
should have read, shetei taba'ot (two rings), as that is the
proper syntax if the Torah wants to indicate that it is dealing
with the four gold rings previously noted.

Using other sources from Tanach, the Ibn Ezra understands that
the Torah is telling us the Aron had feet.
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Ramban Shemot 25:12
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“Four Paa’'motav.” ... Thus did Rashi explain, and he explained it well.
But | do not know why Rashi wrote that “on the upper corners near
to the cover” the rings were placed. For in that case, the weight [of
the ark and the tables of law hanging down from the staves] would
be much heavier. Moreover, the respectful way is that the ark be
lifted up, resting high upon the shoulders of the priests [when
carrying it]... But in my opinion pa’am does not mean “foot” but is
a term meaning “step.”.. The word pa’amothav here is Scripture’s
reference to the steps of the priests that carry the ark, thus hinting
at two things: that the rings be in the corners right at the bottom,
near the seat of the ark, and that the whole length of the ark should
interpose between the two rings. For, assuming that the length

of the ark was placed in an east-west position, then there were
two rings on its north side, one at the eastern head and one at
the western, and likewise two rings on the south side of the ark
[similarly placed], and the steps of the priests moved between the
rings with their faces towards one another...
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The Ramban takes issue with the Ibn Ezra and explains how they were set up.

Questions for Reflection:

1. How do you translate/understand something if there's no precedent for a word used in chumash?

2. For further study, if you look up the Ramban, how would you respond to
the questions of the Ramban on the |Ibn Ezra?
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