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Sefer Vayikra is largely dedicated to the laws of Korbanot, yet the Torah never explains
why this specific form of worship was chosen. Why did Hashem designate sacrifices as
the primary means of connection with Him?

Medrash, Vayikra Rabba, Chapter 22

Rabbi Pinchas, in the name of Rabbi Levi, offered a parable: A king had
a son who became arrogant and developed a habit of eating non-
kosher meat from carcasses and torn animals. The king declared, “Let
him always eat at my table, and he will naturally be restrained.” Similarly,
because Bnei Yisroel were deeply drawn to idol worship in Egypt and
would bring sacrifices to demons, as it says (Vayikra 17:7), "They shall no
longer offer their sacrifices to the demons," and these demons are referred
to as "goat-like creatures," as it says (Devarim 32:17), "They sacrificed

to demons," and in Yeshayahu 13:21, "Goat-like creatures shall dance
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there!" Since they had been offering sacrifices improperly and suffering
consequences for it, Hashem decreed: "Let them bring their offerings

before Me in the Tent of Meeting at all times." This way, they would

detach themselves from idol worship and be saved from its dangers.
This is what the verse (Vayikra 7-17:3) teaches about the requirement

to bring sacrifices to the Mishkan instead of private altars.
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The Midrash explains that Bnei Yisroel were accustomed to idol worship in Egypt, offering
sacrifices to demons. Hashem commanded korbanot to be brought only to Him, redirecting
their spiritual impulses and ensuring a proper connection to avodat Hashem.

Sforno, Parshat Vayikra, Perek 4
Italy, 15th c.

He shall lay his hand on his offering as one who falls in
supplication and prayer, placing his sin upon the korban, similar
to the scapegoat. Through this, he outwardly expresses the
humility and repentance in his heart, as it says, "It shall be
accepted for him to atone for him" (Vayikra 1:4). Since some sins
are committed in thought and others in action, different parts
of the korban correspond to these aspects. The portion burned
on the altar atones for sinful thoughts, while the portions given
to the Kohanim correspond to sins committed in action. The
Kohanim, as servants of Hashem, partake of the offering in
place of the sinner’s limbs that engaged in wrongdoing, as it
says, "It was given to you to bear the sin of the congregation and to
atone for them" (Vayikra 10:17). Chazal teach that "the Kohanim
eat, and the owners achieve atonement" (Pesachim 59b). The
severity of sin determines the type of korban required—serious
offenses like those liable for karet necessitate a chatat to purify
the soul, while lighter offenses involving desecration of sanctity
require an asham to remove guilt. Both types of korbanot work
together with teshuvah to achieve full atonement.
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Korbanot transform the repentance of the heart into a physical act, bringing atonement
through both the offering and the Kohen’s Avodah.
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Shadal, Chapter 23, Parshat Mishpatim D'vavn Nw1aad prabtv
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bring about peace and love among the members of
the community.

Bringing offerings on festivals is not only an act of worship but also a way to strengthen the
communal bond and elevate the significance of the holiday. Through these offerings, we
create both a deeper connection to God and foster peace and unity within the community.

Questions for Reflection:

1. In the absence of korbanot today, what actions can we take to deepen our connection to the Chagim
and elevate their significance in our lives?

2. The Midrash highlights that korbanot helped the Israelites distance themselves from Egypt's negative influences.
What practices can we adopt today to distance ourselves from the harmful influences in our modern world?
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Rabbi Yaakov Glasser is the Managing Director of Communal
Engagement at the Orthodox Union, where he plays a pivotal role in
strengthening Jewish communities. Previously, he served as the
International Director of Education for NCSY and as the Regional
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of the Young Israel of Passaic-Clifton and formerly the Dean of
Yeshiva University’s Center for the Jewish Future. Known for his
dynamic teaching and leadership, Rabbi Glasser connects Torah
values to modern life, impacting communities across generations.
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