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Before Matan Torah, the Jewish people are told that they are an “Am Segula.” What

does this phrase mean and how does it inform us about our mission in the world?

Malbim, Shemot 19:5

Russia, 19th c.

There is a distinction between a segulah nation and a holy nation.
Segulah refers to something that is important by virtue of choice -
something precious in the eyes of its owner because of its charm
and beauty - which he places in a special treasury, like the treasured
possessions of kings and states. They are called a segulah nation
because Hashem chose them even though they are not yet servants
of Hashem and not yet a holy nation. A holy nation, however, is so
called when they sanctify themselves and are elevated through the
holiness of their deeds, as it is stated (Devarim 7:6 and 14:2), ‘For
you are a holy people to Hashem your God; in you Hashem chose to be
for Him a treasured nation from among all the peoples.’ “A holy nation”
denotes their elevated status due to the holiness of their deeds,
whereas “a segulah nation” denotes the fact that Hashem chose
them without any preparation on their part.
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The Malbim makes an important distinction between being “treasured” and
being “holy.” By virtue of being part of the Jewish people, we
are treasured - but we must strive to also achieve the status of holy.

R’ Dovid Tzvi Hoffman, Shemot 19:5
Germany, 19th c.

“For all the earth is Mine"—that is to say, all the nations of the
earth are Mine. Therefore, when | take you to be My nation,
do not let it enter your minds that | am merely a national
god, specifically the God of Israel, while all the other nations
have gods of their own. It is not so, for ‘all the earth is Mine'.
And only in this sense are you My nation—that you shall

be for Me a ‘kingdom of priests, that you stand to serve Me
just as the priests stand in service of the Divine, and ‘a holy
nation, meaning that as My nation you shall be holy, that is,
separated and distant from anything that is impure, for “I am
holy, Hashem your God.”
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R’ Dovid Tzvi Hoffman suggests that while we are treasured, that comes with an
expectation. We have been separated to serve a purpose - namely, to be examples of
purity to the rest of the world.
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Ha'amek Davar, Shemot 19:5

Russia, 19th c.

And you shall be for Me a segulah from among all the peoples:
One who wishes to serve Hashem and to separate himself from
the impurities of the nations of the land cannot be a convert
unless he joins the congregation of Israel and their Torah. This is
the meaning of segulah, whose implication is a treasure that one
brings inside—‘from among all the peoples.’

‘For all the earth is Mine’: Among the nations of the world
there are many individuals who are fit to convert and to serve
Hashem, as Moshe says in his blessing, ‘Indeed, He loves
peoples, etc.’ (Devarim 33:3), which will be explained there,
with Hashem'’s help. Until the giving of the Torah, each person,
according to his own path and understanding, served Hashem;
but from “now” onward, they will not be able to serve Hashem
unless they enter into the segulah of Israel and accept the
entire Torah like all Israel—as is stated in Bechoros (30b), ‘A
non-Jew who comes to accept the words of the Torah except

for one matter is not accepted. Corresponding to this promise,
He prefaced, ‘And | brought you to Me.’ For this reason it is
impossible to be a convert unless he is together with you.
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The Netziv explains that once the Jewish people are formally chosen, anyone who wishes to
serve Hashem must accept the entirety of the Torah.

Questions for Reflection:

1. Does being “treasured” make the Jewish people “better”? What else might it mean?

2. What are the different ways that Hashem relates to the rest of the world? How do the opinions of R’

Hoffman and the Netziv shed light on that relationship?
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PAINTING ¢ WINE * SHIVAT HAMINIM

How can we plant and nourish seeds for growth during the winters of our lives?
Learn the meaning of Tu B'Shvat and how to incorporate these lessons for our own personal growth.

FEBRUARY 7 * 8PM

Join NILI for a special guided art program,
led by NILI Council Member Ms. Julie Avner, LPC, ATR!
Dvar Torah with Mrs. Alissa Zeffren, NILI Director

Congregation Or Torah
3800 Dempster St, Skokie
Pre-registration required.Register at bit.ly/artandsoulshvat. $18 supply fee

English translations from Sefaria



