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What was the sin that Moshe committed when he hit the rock?

Rashi Bamidbar 20:11
France, 11th c.

"[He struck the rock] twice." Because at first, it brought out only

drops, since the Omnipresent (God) had not commanded him to
strike it, but rather: "And you shall speak to the rock." However, they

had spoken to a different rock and it did not bring forth [water].

They said, "Perhaps it needs to be struck as it was the first time," as it
is said: "And you shall strike the rock" (Exodus 17:6). Then that rock
happened to be before them, and he struck it. (From The Tanchuma)
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Rashi quotes from the Medrash Tanchuma that Moshe’s sin was that
he was supposed to talk to the rock and he hit it instead.

Rambam’s Shmoneh Perakim, End Chap. 4
Spain, 12th c.

"And you know that the master of the first and the last, Moshe
our teacher, peace be upon him, was already addressed by
Hashem (who should be blessed), who said to him: 'Because
you did not believe in Me, to sanctify Me in the eyes of the children
of Israel' (Numbers 20:12); 'Because you rebelled against My
commandment at the waters of Meribah' (Numbers 20:24);
'‘Because you did not sanctify Me in the midst of the children of
Israel' (Deuteronomy 32:51). And his sin, peace be upon him,
was this: he inclined toward one of the extremes regarding

a moral virtue—namely, patience—when he inclined toward
the side of anger, by saying: 'Hear now, you rebels!' (Numbers
20:10). Hashem scrutinized him strictly for this: that a man like
him should become angry before the congregation of Israel in a
situation where anger was unwarranted. In the case of a person
like him, such an act is a desecration of God's Name (Chilul
Hashem). This is because people learn from all of his movements
and all of his words, hoping to attain through them success in
this world and the World to Come. How, then, could anger be
seen in him—which is an evil action, as we have explained, and
arises only from a negative trait among the traits of the soul?"
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The Rambam takes a different approach than Rashi.
He thinks that Moshe’s sin was the fact that he got angry.
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Ohr HaChaim Hakadosh, 20:8
Morocco, 17th c.

This Torah portion has been heavily debated by all the commentators
of the Torah, and | have searched through it to illuminate it with the
light of life (or b'or hachaim). Before we examine the plain meaning of
the verses, we must first understand what Moshe' inadvertent error
was in this matter, which caused his decree. | have seen ten different
approaches stated regarding this matter in the words of the Torah
commentators, and here they are in brief.

7) Rabbeinu Chananel—with whom the Ramban (Nachmanides)
agreed—[explains] that Hashem's ‘resentment’ was because Moshe
said, 'Shall we bring forth water for you?' instead of saying, 'Shall He bring
forth for you.' Because of this, the Jewish people erred and thought
that they were performing the deed through their own wisdom, as
there was no explicit indication that Hashem was the One performing
the miracle. It was for this reason that Hashem ‘resented’ it and said,
'‘Because you did not believe in Me, to sanctify Me...'
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The Ohr HaChaim quotes the answer of Rabbeinu Chananel and the Ramban that
Moshe’s sin was not publicly acknowledging it was from Hashem.

Questions for Reflection:

1. Are these answers mutually exclusive?

2. Why was the punishment for Moshe, for what seems to be relatively minor, so harsh?
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CRAMPCHAL:
CAMP CHAl:

Boys, bring your
dads, uncles or
grandfathers!
Girls, bring your
moms, aunts or
grandmothers!
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BOYS SESSIONS

9am Davening | 9:30-10:15am Breakfast, Learning, & Raffle
June 28 at Or Torah | July 5 at Yeshurun

GIRLS SESSIONS

9:30-10:15am Breakfast, Learning, & Raffle

July 12 at Or Torah | July 19 at JCC

773.973.6557 | INFO@TORAHCHICAGO.ORG | WWW.TORAHCHICAGO.ORG

English translations from Sefaria



