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Sefer Bamidbar opens with a census of the Jews. Why does Hashem need to
count us at all? Why does He do it so many times throughout the Torah?

Rashi Bamidbar 1:1 N:X12TnaM"'wN
France, 11th c. PNY NNoY M
“In the wilderness of Sinai, on the first of the second month” — RN WTND TNXA2PD 12702
Out of His love for them, He counts them at every moment. MR NN Mg NN Pnn -
When they left Egypt, He counted them. When they fell JRIN DIXNN IR ;YW D2
because of the Golden Calf, He counted them to know how ,DMIN YO RN Hivavaiwa
many remained. When He came to rest His Presence among 12N Nr2w MwnY Rawd
them, He counted them. On the first of Nisan the Mishkan 2NN 0PN D22 TR RN
was erected, and on the first of lyar He counted them. NI R TNRD

Rashi explains that the reason for counting us is to demonstrate Hashem'’s love for us.

Rabbi Eliyahu Re'eim Bamidbar 1:1 R:IX72ATNAD"NN
Constantinople, 16th c. mImImrbr
“On the first of the second month” — Out of His love for them, NN NN NN 27 P02 TN
He counts them at every moment. Even though each of the D'PINN 729225 AR - YR DI MR
countings had a practical purpose — for when they left Egypt IR N TNXD ROR P RD
He counted them to make known their blessing, that they N2 Y NND T2 IRID T IXIN
descended as seventy souls and emerged as six hundred IR PRI'NNITT W) TYaRD
thousand; and when they fell because of the Golden Calf DIMIN VT2 RN 2¥2 179210
He counted them to know how many remained, like the MIPN2 RIWI 1 N2 Sn
parable of a shepherd, etc.; and when He came to cause His NY2 PN N2 NYT2 72 IR NXIY
Presence to rest among them He counted them in order to Dpn Y21 DN NrIWN NMYY
know how many they were at the moment the Shechinah DN2N NN ROR AT IR PRD
dwelled among them — nevertheless, He did not need any of U0 PINN RINY PANKRA PINA RN
this. It was only because of His great affection for them. All NPN215"T?"P72W I NNR M2
the more so this final counting, which is the second census RPN ™

within a single year, as Rashi explains in Parshat Ki Tissa.

The Re’eim explains that this iteration of the census showed the most love
for Bnei Yisrael because there wasn't a real practical need for it.
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Rav Hirsch on Chumash Bamidbar 1:1
Germany, 19th c.

The fourth book now returns to the national reality. It shows
us Israel as it truly is; it presents before us the actual nation
in its relationship to the vision of its mission as described in
the third book. It opens with a command to conduct a census
of the nation as an eidah—a community unified by its shared
purpose. All independent members of the nation are to be
counted, one by one.

A census of this kind clarifies for the nation’s representatives
that the community is not merely an abstract idea; on the contrary,
it exists only in the concrete totality of all its members. At the same
time, each and every individual comes to recognize that he is
personally “counted” as an important member of the community;,
and that the mission placed upon the entire nation requires
the loyalty and dedication of every single individual to the
shared purpose.

N:R1ATRNAI PN A"'PA
wIN HRa1 wnw 1

MRXNN YR NNY NN Y200 19N

NINW 92 HRIW NR 12 RN NN .IRYN
TPYNNN NMIRD NR 1292 20X X0 ;NN
19D WNINY 9] NTY? TN YR NN

DV Tpan TNy MeXa NMma XN 2whwin
TTIV? T DY TMIRAN NXD,/NTY 2 NNIRD
1A 7V] DPNAXYN i1aN Y2 .qmwnin
2027 RN YW [NTY Y2 07 T2 909 1pH
NMIRN PPXID N2 AT NDN Tpan NN TN
D7p NI, NIRRT Y IR MR
,22pn2 12552 5w nHohon mnexna
RN NINY 120 TY P T HINa
TPaANNYI MXN YW 211wN 12N2 “nanm”
MR NN WNT ANIRN Y52 Yy bomn
AMenin Ty»Y TN T o Ywamrom

Rav Hirsch explains that the reason for counting us after the construction of the Mishkan
was to emphasize the importance of each individual towards our shared mission.

Questions for Reflection:

1. According to Rashi and the Re'eim, why were the Jews counted
after the construction of the Mishkan?

2. For Rav Hirsch, what is the shared mission that is learned from the juxtaposition
of the census with the completion of the Mishkan?
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