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“And Hashem said to Moshe, ‘Why do you cry out to Me? Speak to Bnei Yisrael
and let them journey on’, (Perek 14 Pasuk 15). Hashem's statement to Moshe,
“Why do you cry out to Me,’ is puzzling — is there anything improper about prayer
and crying out to Hashem in a time of distress and suffering?
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Ramban explains that although salvation had already been promised, Moshe believed
that prayer still had intrinsic value even when the outcome was known. Hashem
responds that in this moment of fear and crisis, Moshe’s role as a leader required

action rather than continued prayer, and he must tell Israel to move forward.

Or Hachaim Shemot Perek 14:15 10:T? P2 NNY DDA X
Morocco, 18th c. Y1 DN M
Yan »xRw DN 172 1YN 12T PR
D IR DYPR DNY 1’2 DI MYy
DN N2 PRI NYNN PTN NN
NNRT...NYNNA PTN NTA T2
TONN TX 120D DXV NXYN
YNIW 121 YR 12T ANM

1WDN DAY Y22 NNNRA MXYNM
D Sy pOw DT N OX

D1 DNY NWYR IR 22 NNLAN
.DMN1N 122NN AT MYXARD

The matter does not depend on Me alone. Even though |
desire to perform a miracle, since they are not deserving,
the attribute of justice prevents it, and the power of mercy
cannot override the restraining attribute of justice.

This, then, is the counsel that has been given: to strengthen
the side of kindness and mercy — speak to the Children of
Israel and let them fortify themselves in faith with all their
hearts and journey toward the sea before it splits, relying on
trust, for | will perform a miracle for them; and through this,
mercy will prevail.

Bnei Yisrael seemed undeserving of salvation, so Hashem told Moshe that

prayer alone was not enough. Only if they strengthened their faith and moved
forward toward the sea, mercy would be possible.
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Moshe’s outcry was not out of fear of Pharaoh and his
forces, for he had already told Israel of the downfall
of the Egyptians and their death, as he said, ‘You shall
never see them again, ever; Hashem will fight for you!

Rather, his outcry was because of the leaders

of Israel who had acted brazenly, saying, ‘Was it
because there were no graves..., and he therefore
thought that they would not listen to him to enter
the sea. For this reason He said to him, ‘Why do
you cry out to Me about this?’ For in truth, you are
suspecting the worthy.
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Moshe’s outcry was not from fear of Pharaoh but concern that Bnei Yisrael’s leaders
might refuse to enter the sea. Hashem tells him, “Why do you cry out to Me?” —
trust that if you command them, they will obey, which they did.

Questions for Reflection:

1. According to the Sforno, can true faith exist without action, or is action an essential
expression of belief even when the outcome is already assured?

2. Why might Hashem allow Bnei Yisrael to face apparent danger before performing a miracle —
what purpose does such a struggle serve?

NMpnn Nwna is generously sponsored by the members of KJBS

_ SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2026
-\‘ 5:30pm Qliaw

\ WITH RABBI DR. MEIR SOLOVEICHIK

6:30pm Diuasw & Phagaw
ATERES AYALA

3412 W Touhy Ave, Skokie

y ! >
i Nes R
1 RO
P {
MR. ERIC ROTHNER i
o»n yy Torah Legacy Award i
MR. BERNARD & MRS. LAURIE HASTEN |
wnpn nmay Torah Leadership Award |
{
| RABBI MAYER SIMCHA & MRS. SHIRA STROMER { el
amn n¥n Alumni of the Year bit.ly/4p9ECqs

www.torahchicago.org

|

A

el

ko
INTO THE

Ybrld gge

ITHLY ROTATION OF GUEST SPEAKERS
UNIQUE INSIGHTS INTO TORAH WISDOM

Wednesdays
February4-11-18
at 8:00 PM

Set on Earth, Echoing Above:

Human Action and Divine Presence in Megillat Esther

MARCH 11, 18: RABBI REUVEN BRAND
APRIL 15, 29: MRS. ALISSA ZEFFREN

773.973.6557 | INFO@NILITORAH.ORG | WWW.NILITORAH.ORG

Ms. Lizi Martin

\VE THE DATE FOR UPCOMING SESSION:
MAY 6, 13, 27: MRS. RIVKY GREENBERGER
JUNE 3, 10: MRS. ALIZA ROSENBAUM

TN MIMY DY)

NILI‘gj

CHICAGO INSTITUTE OF
WOMEN’S LEARNING

WIFI BEIT MIDRASH

8170 MCCORMICK BLVD.

English translations from Sefaria



