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The Torah introduces “@Tip "WIpn oMRIRIPNIWR N *TYMN” —

“the appointed festivals

of Hashem,’ yet immediately shifts to “Pnaw naw »w»awn " — “the seventh day is
Shabbat.” Why does it begin with the festivals but first discuss Shabbat?

Or Hachaim Vayikra 23:2

18 c. Morocco

It appears that the flow of the verses is as follows: at first, Hashem
commands that the essence of the festivals depends on the times
that are proclaimed—“which you shall designate”—and the verse was
concerned that one might mistakenly think this applies as well to the
sanctity of Shabbat, that if people agreed to move it from its proper
day to another day, it would become sanctified based on their
declaration. Therefore, the Torah clarifies: “These are the appointed
times... six days..."—meaning that Shabbat is an appointed time
established by the Creator and is not subject to change.

It then returns and states: “These are the appointed times of
Hashem, holy convocations, which you shall designate’—these
are the festivals for which you have been granted authority to
proclaim: in the first month—Pesach, Shavuot, Rosh Hashanah,
Yom Kippur, and Sukkot—these derive their sanctity only through
the Jewish people.
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According to the Or HaChaim, Shabbat is also called a “Mo’ed,” but unlike the festivals, its

sanctity and timing are fixed solely by Hashem and are not dependent on human declaration

or the court. The festivals, however, while established by Hashem, depend on the Jewish

people to determine their exact dates, which explains why the verses first refer to Shabbat as

a fixed mo’ed and then return to describe the festivals that are proclaimed by Israel.

Rashi Vayikra 23:2
11th c. France

This teaches that anyone who desecrates the festivals is
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considered as though they desecrated Shabbat, and anyone
who observes the festivals is considered as though they
observed Shabbat.

Rashi explains that the Torah includes Shabbat in the section of the festivals to teach that
one who desecrates the festivals is considered as if they desecrated Shabbat, and one who
observes the festivals is considered as if they observed Shabbat. But this requires clarification:
In what sense is one who desecrates the festivals considered “as if” they desecrated Shabbat?
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Kol Ram on the Torah Vayikra 23:2

20 c. United States

It appears that the explanation is as follows: Shabbat is the
foundation of belief in the creation of the world, and for this
reason one who desecrates Shabbat, Heaven forbid, is considered
as if he denies the work of Creation. The festivals are the belief
that Hashem Himself governs the entire world and directs nature
according to His will.

And here the Torah is teaching that belief in only part of the matter
is nothing—for example, if one believes that Hashem created the
world but mistakenly thinks that He handed over its governance
to others, he is as though he does not believe in creation, since
there is no benefit in such belief; for according to his error that the
world is governed by others, there is no need to keep the Torah of
Hashem. And if one believes that Hashem governs the world but
mistakenly thinks that He did not create it Himself but others did,
he is as though he does not believe in His governance either.

Therefore Shabbat is mentioned alongside the festivals, because
all the fundamental principles of faith depend on one another:
that we believe in the creation of the world, in the governance of
Hashem, and in the giving of the Torah from Heaven.

2:3 XIpM amnaby o hp
OwWIa NN 11

NN NAYT,DM2TN MR DR
oYL , DYV NRM22 NNNRD TD?
NWyN1 191219831 Naw Yonnn t
DNNKRN DN MTYMM ... TPUR1A

1212 DLW NIR 1NN A DYNY
1N ...1IX12 VAL IR TDM XY
1R 127 7XN2 NNNKRY NN NNR
A DWW PN’ ORY 22,0102
I Ny Har ohvn IR X2

NI ...DNKR 7227010 0N Mnny
DY PRY ,ANM2N2 PRINN1IPND

9O P2 MNW T NNNRA NYYIN

NN, DNR T2 02N NANINY IMyD
AR DN ... DWN NN NwY TIX PR
NYLW IR DYV PNIN A DYnY
NIN ... DNR ROR NN R ROW I
TNRI 1291 ANANINA DA PANN PRI
92 PHNY Dwn ,MTYM YXR Naw
NNM22 PRANAY ,NTA AT NNNRD Py
TMNNN NPN N"2pn NANIN DYwN
omwnm

Rav Moshe Feinstein explains that Shabbat represents belief in creation, while the festivals
represent belief in Hashem’s ongoing governance of the world, and both are essential parts of
complete faith. Therefore, one who denies either aspect is considered as lacking full emunah, since
these core beliefs are inseparable and dependent on one another.
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Questions for Reflection:

1. If Shabbat is fixed by Hashem alone and the festivals
depend on human proclamation, what does the
Torah'’s linking of them suggest about the balance
between Divine control and human participation
in sanctity?
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2. What does placing Shabbat and the festivals
together in one parsha suggest about whether the
various forms of holiness are truly distinct, or
ultimately part of one unified concept?
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