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An accidental murderer is only allowed to leave the city of refuge once
the Kohen Gadol dies. What is the connection between these two people?

Rashi Bamidar 35:25 n2:1%72™a e
France, 11th c. PNN’ NNOW 10
"Until the death of the Kohen Gadol" - for he [the Kohen Gadol] NANWNW - 1737 )1207 M1 TY
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N12wWN DX PHYDY N2 DX, D
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comes to cause the Shechinah to rest among Yisrael and to
lengthen their days, while the accidental murderer comes to
remove the Shechinah and shortens the days of life; it is not

fitting for him to be in the presence of the Kohen Gadol. 2112112 95
Another explanation: because it was incumbent upon the Kohen 211102212 AW 292 :NR 12T
Gadol to pray that this mishap should not occur among Yisrael. IRIMT NDPN VIRN KW 55aNn7

Rashi provides two explanations - both focusing on the specific role of the Kohen
Gadol. Either the Kohen Gadol'’s role as someone who brings peace is antithetical
to the negligent actions of the accidental murderer, or the Kohen Gadol did not
take this role seriously enough - and tragedy happened as a result.

Bechor Shor Bamidbar 35:25 n2:A%12aTma v oa
France, 12th c. MY N22qoY "1
"And he shall dwell there until the death of the Kohen Gadol" - Q) - )17 )12 M0 TV 122pN
According to the peshat, it appears: that this is why it states "until 7Y LPI 2N DIYNT ;AR LYAN
the death of the Kohen Gadol" — for we do not know until when TV PYTY 2R PR, 0007720 10
this one who was killed would have lived, had this one not killed MINY XY DR ,2100 0T°N XIN A
him. So we estimate it by [the lifespan of] the Kohen Gadol, who is XINY 71721022 00 ) ywm T
significant, and it is known that presumably he [the victim] would M N R RANDNAT T ,enN
not have lived longer than a Kohen Gadol, who serves before 9% wnwn Xinw MM jnan ny
the Holy One, Blessed Be He. And for as long as this one's years NT YW MY IX’pW TN .N"Apn
were shortened, that is how long he [the rotzeach] shall be in 12 NN Nana 2%, moaa e
exile. Therefore the Torah gave him [this measure]. Even if he [the N1 1Dar) J1721022 TYHA RPN
rotzeach] is young and the Kohen Gadol is old, or he is old and JPT RINIR NPT IND N2
the Kohen Gadol is young, the Torah did not distinguish between ;AN NPYN R N2 NN
cases, but rather, however it happens to turn out, it turns out. JONIPR INRT 220 72 NOXR

The Bechor Shor provides an intriguing theory, that we are simply attempting to
match the accidental murderer’s sentence to the theoretical lifespan of the victim -
with the life of the Kohen Gadol being a convenient benchmark.
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Abarbanel Bamidbar 35:24 T2:1Y 12T bNINAN
Spain, 15th c. OR127IR pNY> NT
And he said that he shall dwell there until the death of the Kohen 290 11NN N TY N2 2WW R
Gadol, because the Kohen Gadol was a minister and a great one INIW2 51N W 7PN T2 N0
among Yisrael, and holy unto his G-d, and at his death all the people TN DY Y2 1MN PIORD WIT
would tremble, and the living would take to heart that the days of DX2 DTRN 2120 YN N
man are like a passing shadow — and why should he not remove NP MY PO XY N Doy
from his thoughts vengeance for the blood of his relative and [the my1nN Mx1a NN 1anp 01
desire] to cut off through murders and killings, when tomorrow the 1291921 12p5 0T YN Dy N
go'el hadam himself will also be carried to the grave? And therefore DN MT NP 1225 D1PR?
his heart and the seething of his blood will grow quiet, and he will be AR 12 YY1 MKIP 7D I N2
comforted and forget his distress, and his zealotry will subside. And MR SYTIN NINW 970 )20 mn Ty
therefore it says "until the death of the Kohen Gadol," who is the great DTN %1 229 nn !ipwn 1
one through whom the raging heart of the go'el hadam will grow 5V 1937 KIAY 19N 1R ST
quiet. And Chazal said [it is] because he [the Kohen Gadol] atones for 125y DM wpab 1 m e
Yisrael, and it was incumbent upon him to seek mercy on behalf of

' . ! § Wwpa RN MT
the people of his generation, and he did not seek it.

The Abarbanel suggests that the Kohen Gadol'’s passing has less to do with the accidental
murderer, and more about quelling the flames of revenge that the relatives of the victims may have.

Questions for Reflection:

1. According to the second approach given by Rashi, it seems that we are attempting to punish/blame the
Kohen Gadol for the tragedy that took place. How does making the accidental murderer wait for the Kohen
Gadol to die act as a punishment to the Kohen Gadol?

2. According to the Abarbanel, the death of the Kohen Gadol was meant to be a wake-up call for the victim’s
family. What events that happen in the world might be a similar signal to us - and how can we make sure
we're listening to them?
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Boys, bring your
dads, uncles or
grandfathers!
Girls, bring your
moms, aunts or
grandmothers!

For campers
going into
4th - Gth
grades with
family members!
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BOYS SESSIONS

9am Davening | 9:30-10:15am Breakfast, Learning, & Raffle
June 28 at Or Torah | July 5 at Yeshurun

GIRLS SESSIONS

9:30-10:15am Breakfast, Learning, & Raffle
July 12 at Or Torah | July 19 at JCC
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