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This week’s Parsha deals primarily with monetary law.
Why would this be the first thing that the Torah teaches us following
the giving of the Torah in last week’s Parsha?

Rashi Shemot 21:1 N:N2 NMMw "'wn
France, 11th c. pNX’ MW
Every place where it says ‘These’ (NYN), it rejects what came YDA oK :NIY DIpn Y2
before; and where it says ‘And these’ (NYX\), it adds to what qoIN 72X ,NWRIN NN
came before. Just as the earlier laws were given at Sinai, so D WRIN NN .DNWRIN DY
too these were given at Sinai. 2PDN N N DN

Rashi explains that Hashem wanted to stress that monetary law
is also governed by Halacha.

Ramban Shemot 21:1 N:N2 NNY 1"2am
Spain, 12th c. MmN nNwn

,(3":2 MNY) Tnnn X2 T2
IN TP2N LaAWN DTRN VT KD OX
XINY 21U NN IRWI NTYN
12°2% XYY NP INTINM LY
D>’ D’bawn DY D°RN NN
NI X9, D2 DMR PN

Corresponding to ‘You shall not covet’ (Exodus 20:13).
For if a person does not know the legal status of

a house, a field, or other property, he may think

it belongs to him, desire it, and take it for himself.
Therefore Scripture says: ‘You shall set before them
upright laws’ — laws that will guide them in their
dealings with one another, so they will not covet what 1INR NPT DIDYIPRY
is not rightfully theirs. And so it is stated in Midrash 22 :(1"b:'2 N2 MNW) K11 w2
Rabbah (Shemot Rabbah 30:15): “The entire Torah )12 722,09WN2 112N 1212 NN
depends on justice; therefore the Holy One, blessed TMAaTA MY IR PrT AP0
be He, placed civil laws immediately after the Ten ORI VI 1N (170 NI MNY)
Commandments.” Likewise, in ‘And these are the laws’, T N1 DawNn °bavn:n
the Torah explains the laws relating to idolatry (Exodus ARN T3], (D™:173 MNY)
22:19), honoring one’s father (Exodus 17 ,21:15), XM, (T"2)70:R"2 MNY)
murder (Exodus 21:12), and adultery (Exodus 22:15) — mnw) MReaim ,(3":R"3 Mnv)
all of which are mentioned in the Ten Commandments. AT MWV DAnn (17H:273

The Ramban learns that Mishpatim is ‘piggy-backing’ on the last of

the Aseret Hadibrot because monetary law shows me what really
belongs to me and what does not.

www.torahchicago.org —>



Rabbi David Zvi Hoffmann Al HaTorah Shemot 21:1 N:N2 MY AMna by jnain X"
Hungary, 19th c.

This comes only to teach us an important lesson: the Holy One, 10 IR AT - N NPD TROD ROR TR
blessed be He, tells us here that it would be a grave mistake to think NYTNY 1WN3 AN AT MYLY N“1pN
that the state and human society can exist without God — that human /N7TY71 07pNND M2 TPRIRA 112NM
laws and human systems are capable of establishing a state and NI TO”) DPINDN DTR-7TTD WIR PINY
sustaining it over time. True, human wisdom can build an impressive 2V NNIN N7NDN DINR D1 TR 7P
structure of a state, rule it for a long period with an iron hand, and MLV, NPT HY NN NN PN DTN
suppress the desires and whims of its individuals. But inevitably the DIPIMNN NN RIT 9112 T2 1107 wnl
time will come when that proud and mighty structure collapses, when 2T K12 M2N2YIR PO Y DI MY
everything appears shaky and crumbling. Only when the spirit of God AWRT,DIXVA AR N200 DN 11 IWR
operates within the state as its very soul is it assured endurance; only TN IWRI P1.ONMANM Yyl 530w Ak 12
then does it contain true happiness, justice and righteousness prevail 1% LN TR P17 NN NPT NN
within it, and every individual becomes a strong support for the whole. PTX MDY /TR IR N2 ©7 NXIN
Therefore it must be emphasized in particular that the people of Israel 22935 NPTN NIYWN NN N2W D12 5 ,Lawm
receive their laws from Him, blessed be He — that laws can serve as NR 72PN YN DYY TNPRI wIT0 @2 120y
a true support for both the community and the individual only when YNwd O LAy T MND PHavn
their source is in Him. One who denies Him rebels not only against NI DMPN WK 019 5527 IR Nyen
God but also against His laws; such a person is not only an enemy of 2 7T 1 N DMpnn 1 wnanne m, il
God but also an enemy of the state and of human society as a whole. D2 DNR’2NOYIR PIIPR, POAWN T DI DN

212 PYIRD MANM Ny mn by 12X

For R’ Hoffmann, the reason for putting monetary law first teaches that following the
Torah’s laws will lead to formation of a better society.
Questions for Reflection:

1. Do you think that the Ramban and Rabbi Hoffmann disagree fundamentally or are they
explaining the same concept from different angles?

2. According to Rabbi Hoffmann, is it adherence to God’s monetary laws or is the belief in God
coupled with adherence to His laws that allow for a lasting society?
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