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Much of this week’s Parsha deals with the rules of Tzaraat that
appear on the body, garments and homes. What is the cause
of Tzaraat appearing on someone’s house?

Rashi Vayikra 14:34 ™ RIpPN RN
France, 11thc. PN MDY "
“I will place a plague of tzaraat.” This is good news for them, DN XN N IYIX V) NN
for the plagues come upon their houses because the 1NLNY QY ,DiPDY DRI DYVINY
Amorites had hidden stores of gold within the walls of M°p2a 20T DY NPNnNvn 0P MNR
their homes during all the forty years that Israel was in the DRI PNY NI D'yaIR Y2 Divna
wilderness. Through the appearance of the plague, the 1’20 yM3a yan T Yv1 Nama
house is demolished and the treasures are discovered. RN

Although we often think of Tzaraat as being a bad thing,
Rashi explains that it actually can be a source of blessing for the homeowner.

Talmud Bavli Tractate Eiruchin 16a TV QT 127y Xna
Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmani said in the name of Rabbi 20 MR 10N 12 ORMY 21 MR
Yochanan: Afflictions (nega‘im) come for seven things: — PRA VA DT NYaw Yy ane
for lashon hara (slander), for bloodshed, for a false oath, o1, 00T M2 5V, VI w5 Oy
for sexual immorality, for arrogance, for theft, and for MDA 531, MY 157 501, Niw Nyiaw
stinginess... And regarding theft—as it is written: “Then the 21 PV IMX 50,500 O30, mn
priest shall command that they clear out the house,” (Leviticus 091 )137 M1 :PNIT — HTN 5V
14:36). A tanna taught: He gathers in money that is not his; IPRY NN DN RN RN TP NN
therefore the priest will come and scatter his possessions. X 51 2000 79N 1NN R DY
And regarding stinginess—as it is written: “And the one to PN 2 WK XD :2TT — PV
whom the house belongs shall come” (Leviticus 14:35). And the TP 1 :IRYNY? 220 72T RIM
school of Rabbi Yishmael taught: This refers to one whose APRipial

house is uniquely his—i.e., he refuses to lend his belongings.

This Gemara seems to be in complete contrast to the idea Rashi quoted.
This shows that Tzaraat on a house is a bad thing.
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Darash Moshe Parshat Metzora V1NN YIS nn wNT

United States, 20th c. 1"OY1"S NN 1
And one must say that although he did merit the NDTY N 9"DUT INI7 NI
treasure, nevertheless, had he been completely 1INA'RDT ' DN NN | IN0NNY
righteous, he would have received the treasure without TOO 171N 1INVNA NDIT NN
loss or suffering. Since God granted it to him only "YU NTN T I7 NINT7TRIWNI
through loss and suffering, we see from this that he is NUIN NINW NN 11'TN VX1 TOON
a sinner who is deserving of punishment. Yet he also NIDTD117 W N 1IVN1 2" NY
has merit, and because of that merit the treasure was 12711INoNN 17 N7 Nt 72waY
revealed to him. Therefore, he must worry about the sin 2IW71NONN 7V INT7 )N
and repent, and he should not become proud because NN 1'7V MYT NIT N71 N2IwN1
he had the merit to receive the treasure. .NINVNN7 NIDTI7 'Y

Rav Moshe Feinstein explains that if someone discovers treasure in their walls
because of a Tzaraat affliction, it is an indication that this person is neither
completely righteous nor completely evil. Rather, he has elements of both.

Questions for Reflection:

1. What would be the ‘Midah Ki'Neged Midah’ for someone who spoke Lashon Hara
to have his house afflicted with Tzaraat?

2. According to Rav Moshe Feinstein, if one got Tzaraat on their house,
what would be the appropriate response? Should this make him happy or sad?
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