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In Talmud Yerushalmi (Yoma 4:6), commenting on the verse “8> ,namn by Tpan TR wx
n2an” — “A continual fire shall be kept burning on the altar; it must not be extinguished”
(Vayikra 6:6) — the Sages teach that the fire on the altar had to remain burning even
while the Mishkan was traveling from place to place, and not only when it was stationary.
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How wonderful is the message embedded in these words of the IR DTN MATA NNV TN RYAI NN
Sages. Each of us dedicates the best of our time and energy to Torah, 127 2L NIR W TPN NRA TR D2
prayer, and the service of Hashem—regularly and consistently: three DTN, N NT2V Nam MmN XM
prayers every day, fixed times for Torah study, and careful observance ny»ap ,0v Y21 m»an wiw ,01To]
of all the mitzvot. ;DR .TMXNN 22 e NN oy

Yet when one happens to travel to a distant place, or even a nearby N PN MPNY VDI AT 1R
one, the strength of that spiritual structure can sometimes weaken. PTIN2 MYY N DNyad ,p 1°an
Prayers may be rushed through, leniencies in the kashrut of food are ,RINY PR Mavna M>ann »an
sometimes relied upon—Ileniencies that one would normally avoid— DN PNXI 122 DYIRNN MNwad
and Torah study, all the more so, is no longer maintained with its usual D°20D X P XY YO 1w
consistency, quality, and quantity. PRY NN T 12w Y0, DYy

It is precisely to this that the teaching comes: the fire of enthusiasm N1 oY . mnam MR mTnna
for the service of Hashem must always burn upon the altar and must Ny ManYNnYw WX - nw1Tn NNa
never be extinguished, even for a moment. And the emphasis is N N22N N1 ,Namn by ;N TN, N
clear—even during the journeys. .MYyDN1 R - NN NWIATM .Y

Rav Pincus explains that this teaching of the Yerushalmi reminds us that our dedication to Torah,
prayer, and mitzvot must remain constant even when our routine is disrupted, such as during
travel. This “continual fire” symbolizes the inner enthusiasm for serving Hashem that must keep
burning at all times—even during our journeys.
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It is a positive commandment that a fire be kept burning MR YR

continually on the altar, as it is stated: “A continual fire shall burn on NImMN %Y NTp? WR NP2 Wy MXn

the altar.” Even though the fire descended from Heaven, there is ,N2MN 2Y T TAN PR MR TN
nevertheless a commandment to bring fire from ordinary sources, MXN DMYN N NTY WRNY 2 DY R
as it is stated: “And the sons of Aaron, the Kohanim, shall place fire 22 1202 INRIY DYTIN A WR RN
upon the altar’. 121N 2y pX 02020 AL

The Rambam learns that the mitzvah of maintaining a continual fire on the altar exists even though a
miraculous fire descended from Heaven the priests were still commanded to add their own fire.
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Orot Hakodesh 3, Derech Hakodesh 11
20th c. Israel.

The burning thirst for God that blazes powerfully in a
person’s heart must never be extinguished. If one who puts
out even a single coal from the physical altar violates the
prohibition “A continual fire shall burn on the altar; it must
not be extinguished,” then all the more so one must not
extinguish a higher, spiritual spark on the spiritual altar—the
Jewish heart, which is filled with holy life.

At the same time, a person must constantly add “fire
from ordinary sources”—through sound understanding,
wisdom, and insight, through the light of Torah and the

lamp of mitzvot—so that the flame continues to rise higher

and stronger, growing in strength and power in every area
of life, from the highest heavens to the deepest depths.
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Rav Kook teaches that the deep longing for God that burns within the Jewish heart is like a
sacred fire that must never be extinguished. Our responsibility is not only to protect that inner
flame that already exists from Hashem, but also to continually strengthen it by ourselves.

Questions for Reflection:

1. How do we balance the “continual fire” of spiritual enthusiasm with the challenges of daily life, travel,
or distractions, and what practical steps can help ensure that inner flame never diminishes?

2. What does it mean for the “spiritual fire” to rise from the heart to all levels of life, and how can we

cultivate a flame that impacts not just personal devotion but our actions and influence in the wider world?
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