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Vayikra, along with many times in Chumash, is filled with details of korbanot.
What is the significance of them? Why do we bring them?

Moreh HaNevuchim (3:42) PNyIn] (2n:a) 0121230 NN
Spain, 12th . [L:R XIPI N"AY I"amn

...For the reason behind the sacrifices is because the Egyptians [
and the Chaldeans—among whom Israel had lived as strangers DXNNY Mava, minpn nyv 1
and sojourners for ages—worshiped cattle and sheep. The D72 D72 ORI PR IR, D TYIM
Egyptians worshiped the lamb, and the Chaldeans worshiped ] INX17P20 DT P, 02WN DXIRA
demons which appeared to them in the form of goats, while the DT D TWIM NHYLY T2 DIXAN
people of India to this day never slaughter cattle." WINY, D TYY MNTA DAY IR IR DTYY

"For this reason, [God] commanded [Israel] to slaughter these M2y2.05YY 1p2 VN RO DY TYITIN
three species to the ‘Honored Name, so that it would be known DwY PN nwHwn NOR VINYY Mx 2
that the very thing they considered to be the ultimate sin is ) DPAWIN PNY 12T 2 VTR T2 72000
exactly what they should offer to the Creator, and through it, N2 122 IR RN NPavn °banann
their iniquities would be atoned for. For this is how evil beliefs, MNNIRN RO’ 1222 .MNYN NN 1
which are the illnesses of the soul, are healed; for every ailment 521 MM Y21 ,wain TN DNY mMyn
and every sickness is healed only by its opposite. ..109N2 DR RO RY 0N

The Rambam learns that the institution of Korbanot is really based in the evils of idol worship.
Do we have any other mitzvot where we take something bad and use it for the good?

Ramban Vayikra (1:9) DIRXIPNMN "IN
Spain, 12th c. MNIAawn 1
It is more fitting to accept the reason for the offerings which scholars DMIMIRY DYDN YN RN
say, namely that since man’s deeds are accomplished through thought, DTR2°PVY MIV1 73,03
speech and action, therefore Hashem commanded that when man sins PV MIT] MAVNDI TR
and brings an offering, he should lay his hands upon it in contrast to the AR L B e e I s
[evil] deed [committed]. He should confess his sin verbally in contrast to YYD T POV YT D
his [evil] speech, and he should burn the innards and the kidneys [of the TIWN MIATA T PAL i
offering] in fire because they are the instruments of thought and desire 22 DY MPYYIM 1pn KA
in the human being. He should burn the legs [of the offering] since they T TN, MRNM MW
correspond to the hands and feet of a person, which do all his work. 2 DRIYN OTROW YoM v
He should sprinkle the blood upon the altar, which is analogous to the n2mMn %Y 07N PN NIRN
blood in his body. All these acts are performed in order that when they DR WY 712 /WA 107 1203
are done, a person should realize that he has sinned against Hashem with TPIND RN 2 MR 72 MY
his body and his soul, and that “his” blood should really be spilled and “his” T IARPY D IRM 1WaIM A
body burned, were it not for the loving-kindness of the Creator, Who took MOV KM TON R 19 TN
from him a substitute and a ransom, namely this offering, so that its blood RiPw il 12771 1271 N 100
should be in place of his blood, its life in place of his life, and that the chief WRN B2 NN B2) 1T NNN T
limbs of the offering should be in place of the chief parts of his bodly... < TIARPEPRT TAD PN MR

What is the focus of korbanot according to the Ramban? How does it differ from the Rambam?
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Mishna Torah (Hilchos Me’ilah 8:8) (n:n) nbyn maba nmn mawn

Lithuania, 12th c. M 2 nen
The decrees are the mitzvot whose motivating rationales < T NYD PRY MXNN N Dpnim
are not known ... All of the sacrifices are in the category of AN D’PINN 25311512 MNP I
decrees. Our Sages said: "The world exists for the sake of M1pPN NTAY 2°2wIY 0NN 1NN
the service of the sacrifices." For through the performance D’P NN N?WYIY Tmy 0w
of the decrees and the judgments the righteous merit the DN N2 DIRN POIT D°Lawnm
life of the world to come... ....N2N

Does the Rambam differ here than above from the Moreh HaNevuchim?

Questions for Reflection:
1. Is there a way to reconcile these different opinions?

2. Is it worth trying to understand korbanot to the best of our abilities?
Does it fall into the category of a chok?
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