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Parshat Devarim begins by telling us that “ho’il Moshe, be’er” -
Moshe undertook the task of “explaining” the Torah. Rashi explains
that this means he translated the Torah into seventy languages.
What is the significance of this?

HaKtav V'Hakabalah, Devarim Chapter 1 X P19 D27 nYapm anan
Germany, 19th c. 1M2YPN X APy’ '
Rashi brings from our Sages that he explained it to NYY D°yaw11rmaIn " wI v
them in seventy languages. Their intent was not the MW7 DY DNIM2 PR ;;0NY NWPa
languages of other nations, for what benefit would n°N NYYIN NN °2,0°Myn IRY
that have brought the Jewish people? And even our N2 1°M27Y 0N ,AmMm SN DN
Sages did not change their language to speak the NMIN NAW1 1272 DNWD NR 1Y
tongues of other nations. Rather, it is the way of our N1IP2 1’21 7T YR, NNR
Sages to use the term ‘language’ (lashon) to refer to MY NON1 1MRNI MINM NN
an idea or intention within a statement. As they said nY nn ox (2" D7) DINRI
(Gittin 72a), ‘If one said something with two lashonot, )21,MMI N 271 ynpna mnwo
meaning two different intentions — so too here, ‘seventy D°yap1 2" MYy 0°Yaw1a )X
languages’ means seventy intentions. This aligns with D102 0719X1D DY 0’301 ,1NMN3
their statement elsewhere that the Torah has seventy mman om,NMN2 029 D°Yay nx
facets — referring to the inner meanings of the Torah, 1IM27 )0 YN NNnNav nrn’an
beyond the simple and primary meaning.” LADIAN ANYKIN

Rav Mecklenburg explains that that Moshe did not actually translate the Torah
into seventy foreign languages. Moshe provided the Jewish people with
seventy different ways we can understand the Torah, highlighting the
multitude of messages we can learn from the Torah.

Ateret HaMikra, Parshat Devarim 0?7127 NPIa XIpnia Ny
Yerushalayim, 21st c. LNIWTII APY? 12 07N HRINY
Perhaps we can explain that Moshe transmitted D2 10N NWNY w127 701701
to them the secrets of the Torah, as brought in NTIR) R1NY 102 "MNn MMD
Aggadat Bereishit (16:1), “The secret of Hashem is to TIOY "PXPD T TID" (R:TO TP
those who fear Him.” And the word sod (secret) has RapValUR ealvlabhl

the numerical value of seventy.

The Ateret HaMikra suggests that these “seventy languages” are an allusion to
the hidden elements of the Torah.
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Ktav Sofer, Parshat Devarim

Hungary, 19th c.

The Midrash and Rashi explain that he explained it to them in
seventy languages. One must ask: why did he do so specifically
when they were about to enter the Land of Israel? And what
does it mean that he explained it in seventy languages? It
seems to me that the intention was to refute the claim of
heretics and non-believers who argue that the Torah was only
given in the desert or in the Land of Israel, and was established
only for those places — that it applies only when one dwells
securely and alone in the desert or in Eretz Yisrael, but not
when among the nations, in foreign lands. Therefore, as they
were about to enter settled territory, Moshe explained the
Torah in seventy languages — to make it clear that in every
nation and language, in every place we may dwell, we are
obligated to keep this Torah, and it is not subject to change. All
the more so, we must never deviate from it, ever.
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The Ktav Sofer suggests that seventy languages is a reference to the fact that no matter
where, and no matter when, the messages of the Torah ring eternal.

Questions for Reflection:

1. What is the significance of the Torah having seventy different explanations?
Does this mean all opinions are legitimate?

2. What do we need to do to ensure that the Torah’s eternal messages are applied to our lives?
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A virtual mini-series with our Rosh Kollel,
Rabbi Reuven Brand, sharing his summer
reading list with inspirational insights.
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CHICAGO'S TRANSFORMATIONAL
TISHA B’AV EXPERIENCE
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 3, 2025

9:15am - 1:30pM cT
Kinnot and Commentary
with Rabbi Reuven Brand

Virtual Reality Holocaust Experience

2:30pM
NILI Tisha B’av Shiur for Women:

Galut: Tragedy or Opportunity?
with Mrs. Malka Hubscher
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English translations from Sefaria



